 The Schoolof Obedience

. BY ANDREW MURRAY




The School of Obedience

BY

Rev. Andrew Murray

Author of “Absolute Surrender,” “The Ministry of Intercession,”
“Abide in Christ,” etc.

WISS B. E. MOONEYHAM
2612 Montgall Ave.
KANSAS CITY, MISSCURI.

CHICAGO

. IS5 By Fu 1100 M. ..
The Bible Ingwﬁén @ Agsociation
843 RMISAY S#TH: MBSAUHE L HIESOUR).




Copyrightea 159, by Klenung H. Kewei. Company



TO THE MEMBERS
orF
Ohe Students’ Christian HEssocfation
OF SouTH AFrIcA
AND ALL CHRISTIAN STUDENTS
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

Tais Vorume 1s Praverrurry DepieaTzn






CONTENTS

3. OsBEDIENOE: 118 PracE IN HOoLY SORIPTURE . 11
1. TeE OBEDIENCE OF CHEIST . . ¥ " 25
VII. Tee Seorer oF TRuE OBEDIENOE . . . 39

V. TreE MoENING WATOR IN THE LiFe or OBEDIENCE 53
V. Tee EnTBANCE TO TEE LI1FE OoF Furnn OBEDIENOE 67
VI. Tee OsEDIENOE OF Farrm . . . . 81
V1I. Tre ScrooL o¥ OBEDIENCE . . . . 93

JIII. OBEDIENCE TO THE LasT COMMAND . . . 107
NoTR oN THE MorNING WATOB . . . 120






PREFACE.

HESE addresses on Obedience areissued with
the very fervent prayer that it may please our
gracious Father to use them for the instruction
and strengthening of the young men and women,
on whose obedience and devotion so much depends
for the Church and the world. To all of them who
read this I send my loving greeting. The God of
all grace bless them abundantly!

It often happens after a Conference, or even
after writing a book, that it is as if one only then
begins to see the meaning and importance of the
truth with which one has been occupied. So I do
indeed feel as if I had utterly failed in grasping or
expounding the spiritual character, the altogether
indispensable necessity, the divine and actual pos-
sibility, the inconceivable blessedness of a life of
true and entire obedience to our Father in heaven.
Let me, therefore, just in a few sentences gather
up the main points which have come home to
myself with special power, and ask every reader at
starting to take note of them as

SOME OF THE CHIEF LESSONS

to be learnt in Christ’s school of obedience.

The Father in heaven asks, and requires, and
actually expects, that every child of His yield Him
whole-hearted and entire obedience, day by day,
and all the day.

9



10 PREFACE

To enable His child to do this, He has made a
most abundant and altogether sufficient provision
in the promise of the New Covenant, and in the
gift of His Son and Spirit.

This provision can alone, but can most certainly,
be enjoyed, and these promises fulfilled, in the
soul that gives itself up to a life in the abiding
communion with the Three:One God, so that His
presence and power work in it all the day.

The very entrance into this life demands the
vow of absolute obedience, or the surrender of the
whole being, to be, think, speak, do, every mo-
ment, nothing but what is according to the will of
God, and well:-pleasing to Him.

If these things be indeed true, it is not enough
to assent to them: we need the Holy Spirit to give
us such a vision of their glory and divine power,
and the demand they make on our immediate and
unconditional submission, that there be may no
rest till we accept all that God is willing to do
for us.

Let us all pray that God may, by the light of
His Spirit, so show His loving and almighty will
concerning us, that it may be impossible for us to
be disobedient to the heavenly vision.

ANDREW MURRAY.
WELLINGTON, 9th August, 1898.
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L
Obedience: Mts Place in Doly Scripture,

N undertaking the study of a Bible word, or
of a truth of the Christian life, it is a great
help to take a survey of the place it takes
in Scripture. As we see where, and how often,
and in what connections it is found, its relative
importance may be apprehended as well as its
bearing on the whole of revelation. Letme try
in this first chapter to prepare the way ror the
study of what obedience 1is, by showing you
where to go in God’s Word to find the mind of
God concerning it.

I. TAKE SCRIPTURE AS A WHOLE.

We begin with Paradise. In Gen. ii. 16, we
read: ‘Aund the Lord God commanded the man,
saying.” And later (iii. 11), ‘ Hast thou eaten of
the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou
shouldest not eat?’

Note how obedience to the command is the
cne virtue of Paradise, the one condition of
man’s abiding there, the one thing his Creator
asks of him. Nothing is said of faith, or hu-
mility, or love: obedience ircludes all. As su-
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preme as is the claim and authority of God is
the demand for obedience as the one thing
that is to

DECIDE HIS DESTINY.

In the life of man, to obey is the one thing
needful.

Turn now from the beginning to the close of
the Bible. In its last chapter you read (Rev.
xxii. 14), ‘Blessed are they that do His com-
mandments, that they may have a right to the
tree of life.’ Or, if we accept the Revised Ver-
sion, which gives another reading, we have the
same thought in chapters xii. and xiv, where
wo tead of the seed of the woman (xii. 17),
‘which keep the commandments of God, and
hold the testimony of Jesus’; and of the pa-
tience of the saints (xiv. 12), ‘Here are they that
keep the commandments of God, and the faith
of Jesus.

From beginning to end, from Paradise lost to
Paradise regained, the law is unchangeable—it
is only obedience that gives access to the tree of
life and the favor of God.

And if you ask how the change was effected
out of the disobedience at the beginning that
closed the way to the tree of life, to the obedi-
ence at the end that again gained entrance to
it, turn to

THAT WHICH STANDS MIDWAY

between the beginning and the end—the cross
of Christ. Read a passage like Rom. v. 19,
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‘Through the obedience of the One shall the
many be made righteous’; or Phil. ii. 8, ‘He
became obedient unto death, therefore God hath
highly exalted Him’; or Heb. v. 8, 9, ‘He
learned obedience and became the Author of
salvation to them that obey Him,’ and you see
how the whole redemption of Christ consists in
restoring obedience to its place. The beauty of
His salvation consists in this, that He brings us
back to the life of obedience, through which
alone the creature can give the Creator the glory
due to Him, or receive the glory of which his
Creator desires to make him partaker.

Paradise, Calvary, Heaven, all proclaim with
one voice:

‘Child of God! the first and the last thing
thy God asks of thee is simple, universal, un-
changing obedience.’

IL. LET US TURN TO THE OLD TESTAMENT.

Here let us specially notice how, with any new
beginning in the history of God’s kingdom,
obedience always comes into special prominence.

1. Take Noah, the new father of the human
race, and you will find four times written (Gen. vi.
22; vii, 5, 9, 16),

‘According to all that God commanded Noah, so
did he.

It is the man who does what God commands, to
whom God can entrust His work, whom God can
use to be a savior of men.

2. Think of Abraham, the father of the chosen
race. ‘By faith Abraham obeyed’ (Heb. xi. 7).
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When he had been forty years in this school of
faith.obedience, God came to perfect his faith, and
to crown it with Hie fullest blessing. Nothing
could fit him for this but a crowning act of
obedience. When he had bound his son on
the altar, God came and said (Gen. xxii. 12,
18),

‘By Myself have I sworn, in blessing I will bless
thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thee; and
in thy seed shall all nations be blessed, because
thou hast obeyed My voice.

And to Isaac He spake (xxvi. 3, 5), ‘I will per.
form the oath which I sware to Abraham, because
that Abraham obeyed my voice.

Oh, when shall we learn how unspeakably pleas-
ing obedience is in God’s sight, and how unspeak-
able is the reward He bestows upon it! The way
to be a blessing to the world is to be men of obe-
dience; known by God and the world by this

ONE MARK

—a will utterly given up to God’s will. Let all
who profess to walk in Abraham’s footsteps walk
thus.

3. GoontoMoses. At Sinai, God gave him
the message to the people (Ex.xix. 4), ¢ If you will
obey My wvoice indeed, ye shall be a peculiar
treasure to Me above all people.’

In the very nature of things it cannot be other-
wise. God’s holy will is His glory and perfection;
it is only by an entrance into His will, by obe-
dience, that it is possible to be His people.

4. Take the building of the sanctuary in which
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God was to dwell. In the last three chapters of
Exodus you have the expression nineteen times,
* According to all the Lord commanded Moses, so
did he.” And then, ‘ The glory of the Lord filled
the tabernacle’ Just so again in Lev. viii. and ix.,
you have, with reference to the consecration of
the priests and the tabernacle, the same expression
twelve times. And then, ‘The glory of the Lord
appeared before all the people, and fire came out
from before the Lord, and consumed the burnt-
offering.’

Words cannot make it plainer, that it is amid
what the obedience of His people has wrought
that God delights to dwell, that it is the obedient
He crowns with His favor and presence.

5. After the forty years wandering in the
wilderness, and its terrible revelation of the fruit
of disobedience, there was again a new beginning
when the people were about to enter Canaan. Read
Deuteronomy, with all Moses spoke in sight of the
land, and you will find there is no book of the
Bible which uses the word ‘obey’ so frequently,
or speaks so much of the blessing obedience will
assuredly bring. The whole is summed up in the
words (xi. 27),

‘T set before you « blessing if ye obey, a curse
if ye will not obey.’

Yes, ‘a BLessing IF YE OBEY’ | that is the key-
note of the blessed life. Canaan, just like
Paradise and Heaven, can be the place of bless-
ing, as it is the place of obedience. Would
God we might take it in! Do beware only of
praying only for a blessing. Let us care for the
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obedience, God will care for the blessing. Let my
one thought as a Christian be, how I can obey and
please my God perfectly.

6. The next new beginning we have is in the ap-
pointment of kings in Israel. In the story of Saul
we have the most solemn warning as to the need
of exact and entire obedience in a man whom God
is to trust as ruler of His people. Samuel had
commanded Saul (1 Sam. x. 8) to wait seven days
for him to come and sacrifice, and to show him
what to do. When Samuel delayed (xiii. 8-14)
Saul took it upon himself tosacrifice.

When Samuel came he said: ‘Thou hast not
kept the commandment of the Lord thy God, which
He commanded thee; thy kingdom shall not con-
tinue, because thou hast not kept that which the
Lord commanded thee.

God will not honor the man who is not obe-
dient.

Saul has a second opportunity given him of
showing what is in his heart. He is sent to
execute God’s judgment against Amelek. He
obeys. He gathers an army of two hundred
thousand men, undertakes the journey into the
wilde:ness, and destroys Amelek. But while God
had commanded him ‘utterly to destroy all; and
not to spare,’ he spared the best of the cattle
and Agag.

God speaks to Samuel, ‘It repenteth Me that I
have set up Saul to be king, for he hath not per-
formed My commandment.

When Samuel comes, Saul twice over says, ‘1
have performed the commandment of the Lord.’
‘I have obeyed the voice of the Lord.
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And so he had, as many would think But his
obedience had not been entire. God claims exact,
full obedience. God had said, ¢ Utlerly destroy
all! spare not!” This he had not done. He had
spared the best sheep for a sacrifice unto the
Lord. And Samuel said,

‘To obey is better than any sacrifice. Because
thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, the Lorc
hath rejected thee.

Sad type of so much obedience, which in part
performs God’s commandment, and yet is not the
obedience God asks! God says of all sin and all
disobedience: ¢ Utterly destroy all! spare not!’
May God reveal to us whether we are indeed gcing
all lengths with Him, seeking utterly to destroy
all and spare nothing that is not in perfect har-
mony with His will. It is only a whole-hearted
obedience, down to the minutest details, that can
satisfy God. Let nothing less satisfy you; lest
while we say, ¢ I have obeyed,’ God says, ‘Thou hast
rejected the word of the Lord.?

7. Just one word more from the Old Testament.
Next to Deuteronomy Jeremiah is the book most
full of the word ‘obey,’ though alas! mostly in
connection with the complaint that the people had
not obeyed. God sums up all His dealings with
the fathers in the one word,

‘I spake not with them concerning sacrifices,
but this thing I commanded them, OBEY MY voICE
aND I wiLL BE YOUR GoD.

Would God that we could learn that all that
God speaks of sacrifices, even of the sacrifice of His
beloved Son, is subordinate to the one thing--to
have His creature restored to full obedience. Into
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all the inconceivable meaning of the word, ‘I wiLL
BE YOUR Gop,’ there is no gateway but this, ‘OBEY
My voice.

III. WE COME TO THE NEW TESTAMENT.

1. Here we think at once of our blessed Lord,
and the prominence He gives to obedience as the
one thing for which He was come into the world.
He who entered it with His ‘Lo, I come to do
Thy will, O God,” ever confessed to men, ‘I seek
not My own will, but the will of Him that sent
Me.

Of all He did and of ail He suffered, even to
the death, He said, ‘ This commandment have I
received of My Father.

If we turn to His teaching, we find everywhere
that the obedience He rendered is what He claims
from everyone who would be His disciple.

During His whole ministry, from beginning to
end, obedience is

THE VERY ESSENCE OF SALVATION,

In the Sermon on the Mount He began with it:
No one could enter the kingdom, ‘but he that
doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven.’
And in the farewell discourse, how wonderfully
He reveals the spiritual character of true obedience
as it is born of love and inspired by it, and as it
also opens the way into the love of God. Do take
into your heart the wonderful words, (John xiv.
15, 16, 21, 23), ‘If ye love Me, ye will keep My
commandments. And the Father will send forth
the Spirit. He that hath My commandments and
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keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me: and he
shall be loved of My Father, and I will love him,
and will manifest Myself unto him. If a man love
Me, he will keep My words: and My Father will
love him, and We will come unto him, and make
Our abode with him.’

No words could express more simply or more
powerfully the inconceivably glorious place Christ
gives to obedience, with its twofold possibility,
(1) as only possible to a loving heart, (2) as mak-
ing possible all that God has to give of His Holy
Spirit, of His wonderful love, of His indwelling in
Christ Jesus. I know of no passage in Scripture
that gives a higher revelation of the spiritual life,
or the power of loving obedience as its one con-
dition. Let us pray God very earnestly that by
His Holy Spirit its light may transfigure our daily
obedience with its heavenly glory.

See how all this is confirmed in the next chapter.
How well we know the parable of the vine! How
often and how earnestly we have asked how to be
able to abide continually in Christ! We have
thought of more study of the Word, more faith,
more prayer, more communion with God, and we
have overlooked the simple truth that Jesus
teaches so clearly, ¢ If ye keep My commandments,
ye shall abide in My love,” with its divine sanction,
*Even as I kept My Father’s commandments, and
abide in His love.’

For Him as for us, the only way under heaven
to abide in divine love is to keep the command-
ments. Do let me ask, have you known it, have
you heard it preached, have you believed it and
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and proved it true in your experience: obedience
on earth is the key to a place in God’s love in
heaven? Unless there be some correspondence
between God’s whole-hearted love in heaven, and
our whole:zhearted, loving obedience on earth,
Christ cannot manifest Himself to us, God cannot
abide in us, we cannot abide in His love.

2. If we go on from our Lord Jesus to His
apostles, we find in the Acts two words of Peter’s
which show how our Lord’s teaching had entered
into him. In the one, ‘God hath given His Holy
Spirit fo them that obey Him,—he proves how he
knew what had been the preparation for Pentecost,
the surrender to Christ. In the other, * We must
obey God rather than man —we have the man-
ward side: obedience is to be unto death; noth-
ing on earth dare or can hinder it in the man who
has given himself to God.

3. In Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, we have,
in the opening and closing verses, the expression,
‘the obedience of faith among all nations’ (i. 5;
xvi. 26), as that for which he was made an apostle.
He speaks of what God had wrought ‘ to make the
Gentiles obedient.” He teaches that, as the obedi-
ence of Christ makes us righteous, we become the
servants of obedience unto righteousness. As dis.
obedience in Adam and in us was the one thing
that wrought death, so obedience, in Christ and in
us, is the one thing that the gospel makes known
as the way of restoration to God and His favor.

4. We all know how James warns us not to be
hearers of the Word only but doers, and expounds
how Abraham was justified, and his faith perfected,
by his wortks.
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5. In Peter’s First Epistle we have only to look
at the first chapter, to see the place obedience
has in his system. In ver. 2 he speaks to the
‘Elect, in sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedi-
ence and blood-sprinkling of Jesus Christ, and
so points us to obedience as the eternal purpose
of the Father, as the great object of the work of
the Spirit, and a chief part of the salvation of
Christ. In ver. 13 he writes, ‘As children of
obedience, born of it, marked by it, subject to it,
‘be ye holy in all manner of conversation.” Obedi-
ence is

THE VERY STARTING=POINT OF TRUE HOLINESS.

In ver. 22 we read, ‘Seeing ye have purified your
souls i your obedience to the truth,’—the whole
acceptance of the truth of God was not merely
a matter of intellectual assent or strong emotion; -
it was a subjection of the life to the dominion of
the truth of God: the Christian life was in the
first place obedience.

6. Of John we know how strong his statements
are. ‘He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth
not His commandments, is a liar. Obedience is

THE ONE CERTIFICATE OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER.

‘Let us love 7@ deed and truth; hereby we shall
assure our hearts before Him. Andwhatsoever we
ask we receive of Him, because we keep His com-
mandments, and do the things that are pleasing in
His sight.” Obedience is thesecret of a good con-
science, and of the confidence that God heareth
us. ‘This is the love of God, that we keep Hi. =
commandments.’ The obedience that keeps Ziis
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commandments: this is the garment in which the
hidden, invisible love reveals itself, and whereby
it is known.

Such is the place obedience has in Holy Serip-
ture, in the mind of God, in the hearts of His serv-
ants. We may well ask, Does it take that place
in my heart and life? Have we indeed given
obedience that supreme place of authority over us
that God means it to have, as the inspiration of
every action, and of every approach to Him? If
we yield ourselves to the searching of God’s
Spirit, we may find that we never gave it its true
proportion in our scheme of life, and that this lack
is the cause of all our failure in prayer and in work,
We may see that the deeper blessings of God’s
grace, and the full enjoyment of God’s love and
nearness, have been beyond our reach, simply be-
cause obedience was never made what God would
have it be—the starting-point and the goal of our
Christian life.

Let this, our first study, waken in us an earnest
desire to know God’s will fully concerning this
truth. Let us unite in praying that the Holy
Spirit may show us how defective the Christian’s
life is, where obedience does not rule all; how that
life can be exchanged for one of full surrender to
absolute obedience; and how sure it is that God in
Christ will enable us to live it out.
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II.
The Obedience of Christ,

¢ Through the obedience of the One shall the many be made
righteous. « « « Knowye notthat ye are servants of obe-
dienee unto righteousness #” —Rowm. v. 19; vi. 16.

"T"HROUGH the obedience of the One shall the
many be made righteous.’ These words tell

us what we owe to Christ. As in Adam we were

made sinners, in Christ we are made righteous.

The words tell us, too, to what in Christ it is we
owe our righteousness. As Adam’s disobedience
made us sinners, the obedience of Christ makes us
righteous. To the obedience of Christ we owe
everything.

Among the treasures of our inheritance in Christ
this is one of the richest. How many have never
studied it, so as to love it and delight in it, and
get the full blessing ofit! May God, by His Holy
Spirit, reveal its glory, and make us partakers of its
power.

You are familiar with the blessed truth of justifi-
cation by faith. In the section of the Epistle to
the Romans preceding our passage (iii. 21—v. 11)
Paul had taught what its ever:blessed foundation

was—the atonement of the blood of Christ; what
27
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its way and condition—faith in the free grace
of a God who justifies the ungodly; and what its
blessed fruits—the bestowment of the righteous-
ness of Christ, with an immediate access into the
favor of God, and the hope of glory. In our
passage he now proceeds to unfold the deeper
truth of the union with Christ by faith, in which
justification has its root, and which makes it
possible and right for God to accept us for His
sake. Paul goes back to Adam and our union
with him, with all the consequences that flowed
from that union, to prove how reasonable, how
perfectly natural (in the higher sense of the word)
it is that those who receive Christ by faith, and are
so united with Him, become partakers of His
righteousness and His life. It is in thisargument
that he specially emphasizes the contrast between
the disobedience of Adam, with the condemnation
and death it wrought, and the obedience of Christ,
with the righteousness and life it brings. As we
study the place the obedience of Christ takes in
His work for our salvation, and see in it the very
root of our redemption, we shall know what place
to give it in our heart and life.

‘Through the one man’s disobedience many
were made sinners.” How was this?

There was a twofold connection between Adam
and his descendants—the judicial and the vital.

JUDICIAL AND VITAL CONNECTION.

Through the judicial, the whole race, though yet
unborn, came at once under the sentence of death.
‘Death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over
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them *—such as little children—*‘who had not sinned
after the likeness of Adam’s transgression.’

This judicial relation was rooted in the vital
connection. The sentence could not have come
upon them, if they had not been in Adam.
And the vital again became the manifestation of
the judicial; each child of Adam enters life under
the power of sin and death. ¢Through the dis-
obedience of the one, the many were constituted
sinners,’ both by position subject to the curse of
sin and by nature subject to its power.

¢ Adam is the figure of Him who was to come,’
and who is called the Second Adam, the Second
Father of the race. Adam’s disobedience in its
effects is the exact similitude of what the obe-
dience of Christ becomes to us. When a sinner
believes in Christ, he is united to Him, and is at
once, by a judicial sentence, pronounced and
accepted as righteous in God’ssight. The judicial
relationship is rooted in the vital. Hehas Christ’s
righteousness only by having Christ Himself, and
being in Him. Before he knows aught of what it
is to be in Christ, he can know himself acquitted
and accepted. But he is then led on to know
the vital connection, and to understand that as
real and complete as was his participation in
Adam’s disobedience with the death as well as the
sinful nature that followed on it, is his participation
in Christ’s obedience, with both the righteousness
and the obedient life and nature that come from
it.

Let us see and understand this:

Through Adam’s disobedience we are made
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sinners. The one thing God asked of Adam in
Paradise was obedience. The one thing by which
a creature can glorify God, or enjoy His favor and
blessing, is obedience. The one cause of the
power sin has got in the world, and the ruin it has
wrought, is disobedience. The whole curse of sin
on us is owing to disobedience imputed to us.
The whole power of sin working in us, is nothing
but this—that as we receive Adam’s nature, we
inherit his disobedience—we are born *the chil-
dren of disobedience.’
It is evident that

THE ONE WORK A CHRIST WAS NEEDED FOR

was to remove this disobedience—its curse, its
dominion, its evil nature and workings. Disobe-
dience was the root of all sin and misery. The
first object of His salvation was to cut away the
evil root, and restore man to his original destiny
—a life in obedience to his God.

How did Christ do this?

First of all, by coming as the Second Adam, tt
undo what the first had done. Sin had made us
believe that it was a humiliation always to be seek-
ing to know and do God’s will. Christ came to
show us the nobility, the blessedness, the heavenli-
ness of obedience. When God gave us the robe of
creaturehood to wear, we knew not that its beauty,
its unspotted purity, was obedience to God
Christ came and put on that robe that He might
show us how to wear it, and how with it we could
enter into the presence and glory of God. Christ
came to overcome, and so bear away our dis-
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obedience, and to replace it by His own obedience
on us and in us. As universal, as mighty, as all-
pervading as was the disobedience of Adam, yea,
far more so, was to be the power of the obedience
of Christ.

The object of Christ’s life of obedience was
threefold: (1) As an Example, to show us what
true obedience was. (2) As our Surety, by His
obedience to fulfil all righteousness for us. (3)
As our Head, to prepare a new and obedient
nature to impart to us.

So He died, too, to show us that His obedience
means a readiness to obey to the uttermost, to die
for God; that it means the vicarious endurance
and atonement of the guilt of ourdisobedience;
that it means a death to sin as an entrance to the
life of God for Him and for us.

The disobedience of Adam, in all its possible
bearings, was to be put away and replaced by the
obedience of Christ. Judicially, by that obedience
we are made righteous. Just as we were made
sinners by Adam’s disobedience, we are at once
and completely justified and delivered from the
power of sin and death: we stand before God as
righteous men. Vitally—for the judicial and the
vital are as inseparable as in the case of Adam—
we are made one plant with Christ in His death
and resurrection, so that we are as truly dead to sin
and alive to God, as He is. And the life we re-
ceive in Him is nonther than a life of obedience.

Let every one of us who would know what
obedience is, consider well: It is the obedience of
Christ that is the secret of the righteousness and
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salvation I find in Him. The obedience is the
very essence of that righteousness: obedience is
salvation. His obedience, first of all to be accepted,
and trusted to, and rejoiced in, as covering and
swallowing up and making an end of my dis-
obedience, is the one unchanging, never:to-be-for-
saken ground of my acceptance. And then, His
obedience—just as Adam’s disobedience was the
power that ruled my life, the power of death in me
—Dbecomes the life-power of the new nature in me.
Then I understand why Paul in this passage so
closely links the righteousness and thelife. ‘If by
the trespass of one, death reigned through the one,
much more shall they who receive the abundauce
of grace and the gift of righleousness reign in hfe
through One even here on earth. ‘The gift
came unto all men unto justification of life.*

The more carefully we trace the parallel between
the first and Second Adam, and see how in the
former the death and disobedience reigned in his
seed equally with himself, and how both were
equally transmitted, through union with him, the
more will the conviction be forced upon us that
the obedience of Christ is equally to be ours, not
only by imputation, but by personal possession.
It is so inseparable from Him that to receive Him
and His life is to receive His obedience. When
we receive the righteousness which God offers us
so freely, it at once points us to the obedience out
of which it was born, with which it is inseparably
one, in which alone it can live and flourish.

See how this connection comes out in the next
chapter. After having spoken of our life-union
to Christ. Paul, for the first time in the epistle
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(vi. 12), gives an injunction, ‘Let not sin reign;

present yourselves unto God’; and then im-
medlately proceeds to teach how this means noth-
ing but obedience: ‘Know ye not, that ye are
servants of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness?® Your relation to obedience is a
practical one; you have been delivered from dis-
obedience (Adam’s and your own), and now are
become servants of obedience—and that °unto
righteousness.” Christ’s obedience was unto right-
eousness—the righteousness which is God’s gift to
you. Your subjection to obedience is the one way
in which your relation to God and to righteousness
zan be maintained. Christ’s obedience unto
righteousness is the only beginning of life for you;
your obedience unto righteousness, its only con-
tinuance. There is but one law for the head and
the members. As surely asit was with Adam and
his seed, disobedience and death, it is with Christ
and Hisseed, obedience and life. The one bond of
union, the one mark of likeness, between Adam
and his seed was disobedience. The one bond of
union between Christ and His seed, the one mark
of resemblance, is obedience.

It was obedience made Christ the object of the
Father’s love (John x. 17,18) and our Redeemer;
it is OBEDIENCE ALONE can lead us in the way to
dwell in that love (John xiv. 21, 23) and enjoy
that redemption.

‘Through the obedience of the One shall the
many be made righteous.’ Everything depends
upon our knowledge of and participation in the
obedience, as the gateway and path to the full en-
joyment of the righteousness. At conversion the
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righteousness is given to faith, once for all, com-
pletely and forever, with but little or no knowledge
of the obedience. But as the righteousness is in-
deed believed in and submitted to, and its full do-
minion over us, as ‘servants of righteousness,
sought after, it will open to us its blessed nature,
as born out of obedience, and therefore ever lead-
ing us back to its divine origin. The truer our
hold of the righteousness of Christ, in the power
of the Spirit, the more intense will be our desire
to share in the obedience out of which it sprang.
In this light let us

STUDY THE OBEDIENCE OF CHRIST,

that like Him we may live as servants of obedi-
ence unto righteousness.

1. In Christ this obedience was a life principle.

Obedience with Him did not mean a single act
of vbedience now and then, not even a series of
acts, but the spirit of His whole life. ‘I came,
not to do My own will” ‘Lo, I come, to do Thy
will, O God.” He had come into the world for one
purpose. He onlylived to carry out God’s will.
The one supreme, all-controlling power of His life
was obedience.

He is willing to make it so in us. This was
what He promised when He said, ¢ Whosoever shall
do the will of My Father which is in heaven, the
same is My brother and sister and mother.’

The link in a family is a common life shared by
all and a family likeness. The bond between
Christ and us is that He and we together do the
will of God.
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2. In Christ this obedience was a joy. ‘I de-
light to do Thy will, O God.’ ‘My meat is to do
the will of Him that sent Me.’

Our food is refreshment and invigoration. The
healthy man eats his bread with gladness. But
food is more than enjoyment—it is the one neces-
sary of life. And so, doing the will of God was the
food that Christ hungered after and without which
He could not live, the one thing that satisfied His
hunger, the one thing that refreshed and strength-
ened Him and made Him glad.

It was something of this David meant when he
spoke of God’s words being ‘sweeter than honey
and the honeycomb.’ As this is understood and
accepted, obedience will become more natural to
us and necessary to us, and more refreshing than
our daily food.

3. In Christ this obedience led to a waiting on
God’s wrll.

God did not reveal all His will to Christ at once,
but'day by day, according to the circumstances of
the hour. In His life of obedience there was
growth and progress; the most difficult lesson
came the last. Each act of obedience fitted Him
for the new discovery of the Father’s further com-
mand. He spake, ‘Mine ears hast Thou opened;
I delight to do Thy will, O God.

It is as obedience becomes the passion of our
life that the ears will be opened by God’s Spirit
to wait for His teaching, and we be content with
nothing less than a divine guidance into the
divine will for us.

4. In Christ this obedience was unto death.
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‘When He spake, ‘I came not to do My own will,
but the will of Him that sent Me,’ He was ready
to go all lengths in denying His own will and do-
ing the Father’s. He meantit. ‘In nothing My
will; at all costs God’s will)’

This is the obedience to which He invites and
for which He empowers us. This whole-hearted
surrender to obedience in everything is the only
true obedience, is the only power that will avail to
carry us through. Would God that Christians
could understand that nothing less than this is
what brings the soul gladnessand strength!

As long as there is a doubt about universal obedi-
ence, and with that a lurking sense of the possi-
bility of failure, we lose the confidence that se-
cures the victory. But when once we set God be-
fore us, as really asking full obedience, and en-
gaging to work it, and see that we dare offer Him
nothing less, we give up ourselves to the working
of the divine power, which by the Holy Ghost can
master our whole life.

5. In Christ this obedience sprang from the
deepest humility. ‘Have this mind in you, which
was also in Christ Jesus, who emptied Himself—
who took the form of a servant—who humbled
Himself, becoming obedient to death.

It is the man who is willing for entire self-
emptying, is willing to be and live as the servant,
‘a servant of obedience, is willing to be humbled
very low before God and man, to whom the obedi-
ence of Jesus will unfold its heavenly beauty and
its constraining power. There may be a strong
will, that secretly trusts in self, that strives fo. the
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obedience, and fails. It is as we sink low before
God in humility, meekness, patience, and entire
resignation to His will, and are willing to bow in
an absolute helplessness and dependence on Him,
as we turn away wholly from self, that it will be
revealed to us how it is the one only duty and
blessing of a creature to obey this glorious God!

6. In Christ this obedience was of faith—in
entire dependence upon God’s strength. ‘I can
do nothing of Myself’ ¢The Father that dwelleth
in Me doeth the works.’

The Son’s unreserved surrender to the Father’s
will was met by the Father’s unceasing and un-
reserved bestowment of His power working in
Him.

Even so it will be with us. If we learn that our
giving up our will to God is ever the measure of
His giving His power in us, we shall see that a
surrender to full obedience is nothing but a full
faith that God will work all in us.

God’s promises of the New Covenant all rest on
this: ‘The Lord Thy God will circumcise thine
heart to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart,
and thou shalt obey the Lord thy God’ ‘I will
put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk
in My statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments.’

Let us, like the Son, believe that God works all
in us, and we shall have the courage to yield our-
selves to an unreserved obedience—an obedience
unto death. That yielding ourselves up to God
will become the entrance into the blessed experi-
ence of conformity to the Son of God in His doing
the Father’s will, because He counted on the
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Father's power. Let us give our all to God. He
will work His allin us.

Know ye not that ye, made righteous by the
obedience of One, are like Him and in Him serv-
ants of obedience unto righteousness? It is in
the obedience of the One the obedience of the
many has its root, its life, its security. Let us
turn and gaze upon, and study, and believe in
Christ, as the obedient One, as never before. Let
this be the Christ we receive and love, and seek to
be made conformable to. As His righteousness
is our one hope, let His obedience be our one
desire. Let our faith in Him prove its sincerity
and its confidence in God’s supernatural power
working in us by accepting Christ, the obedient
One, as in very deed our life, as the Christ who
dwells in us.
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The Secret of True Obedience.

¢ He learned obedience’—HEB. v: 8.

HE secret of true obedience—let me say at

once what I believe it to be—is the clear

and close personal relationship to God. All our

attempts after full obedience will be failures

until we get access to His abiding fellowship. It

is God’s holy presence, consciously abiding with
us, that keeps us from disobeying Him.

Defective obedience is always the result of a de-
fective life. To rouse and spur on that defective
life by arguments and motives has its use, but
their chief blessing must be that they make us
teel the need of a different life, a life so entirely
under the power of God that obedience will be its
natural outcome. The defective life, the life of
broken and irregular fellowship with God, must be
healed, and make way for a full and healthy life;
then full obedience will become possible. The
secret of a true obedience is the return to close
and continual fellowship with God.

‘He learned obedience’ (Heb. v. 8). And why
41
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was this needful? And what is the blessing He
brings us? Listen, ‘ He learned obedience by the
things which He suffered, and became the author
of eternal salvation to all them that obey Him.’

Suffering is unnatural to us, and therefore calls
for the surrender of our will.

Christ needed suffering that in it He might
learn to obey and give up His will to the Father
at any cost. He needed to learn obedience that
as our great High Priest He might be made
perfect. He learned obedience, He became obe-
dient unto death, that He might become the
author of our salvation. He became the author of
salvation through obedience, that He might save
those ¢ who obey Him.

As obedience was with Him absolutely necessary
to procure, it is with us absolutely necessary to in.
herit, salvation. The very essence of salvation is
—obedience to God. Christ as the obedient One
saves us as His obedient ones. Whether in His
suffering on earth, or in His glory in heaven,
whether in Himself or in us, obedience is what the
heart of Christ is set upon.

On earth Christ was a learner in the school of
obedience; in heaven He teaches it to His dis
ciples here on earth. In a world where disobe-
dience reigns unto death, the restoration of obe-
dience is in Christ’s hands. As in His own life,
so in us, He bas undertaken to maintain it. He
teaches and works it in us.

Let us try and think what and how He teaches:
it may be we shall see how little we have given
ourselves to be pupils in this school, where alone
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obedience is to be learnt. When we think of an
ordinary school, the principal things we ask often
are,—(1) the teacher, (2) the classzbooks, (3) the
pupils. Let us see what each of these is in
Christ’s school of obedience.

I. THE TEACHER.

‘He learned obedience’ And now that He
teaches it, He does so first and most by unfolding
the secret of His own obedience to the Father.

I have said that the power of true obedience is
te be found in the clear personal relationship to
God. It was so with our Lord Jesus. Of all His
teaching He said, ‘I have not spoken of Myself,
but the Father which sent Me gave Me a com-
mandment, what I should say and what I should
speak. And I know that His commandment is
life everlasting; whatever I speak therefore, even
as the Father said unto Me, so I speak.’

This does not mean that Christ received God’s
commandment in eternity as part of the Father’s
commission to Him on entering the world. No.
Day by day, each moment as He taught and
worked, He lived, as man, in continual communi-
cation with the Father, and received the Father’s
instructions just as He needed them. Does He
not say, ‘ The Son can do nothing of Himself but
what He seeth the Father do; for the Father
showeth the Son all things that Himself doeth;
and He will show Him greater things,! ‘As I
hear, I judge, ‘I am not alone, but I and the
Father that sent Me,” ‘The words that I speak,
T speak not of Myself, but the Father that dwelleth
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in Me’? It is everywhere a dependence upon a
present fellowship and operation of God, a hear-
ing and a seeing of what God speaks and does and
shows.

Our Lord ever spoke of His relation to the
Father as the type and the promise of our relation
to Him, and to the Father through Him. With
us as with Him, the life of continual obedience 1s
impossible without continual fellowship and con-
tinual teaching. It is only when God comes into
our lives, in a degree .nd a power which many
never consider possible, when His presence as
the Eternal and Ever-present One is believed
and received, even as the Son believed and re-
ceived it, that there can be any hope of a life in
which every thought is brought into captivity to
the obedience of Christ.

The imperative need of the continual receiving
our orders and instructions from God Himself is
what is implied in the words:

‘OBEY MY VvOICE, AND I wILL BE YOUR Gobp.

The expression ‘ obeying the commandments’ is
very seldom used in Secripture; it is alinost always,
obeying Me, or obeying or hearkening to My voice.
With the commander of an army, the teacher of a
school, the father of a family, it is not the code of
laws, however clear and good, with its rewards or
threats, that secures true obedience; it is

THE PERSONAL LIVING INFLUENCE,

wakening love and enthusiasm. It is the joy of
ever hearing the Father’s voice that will give the
joy and the strength of true obedience. It is the
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voice gives power to obey the word; the word
without the living voice does not avail.

How clearly this is illustrated by the contrast of
what we see in Israel. The people had heard the
voice of God on Sinai, and were afraid. They
asked Moses that God might no more speak to
them. Let Moses receive the word of God and
bring it to them. They only thought of the com-
mands; they knew not that the only power fo obey
is in the presence of God and His voice speaking
tous. And so with only Moses to speak to them,
and the tables of stone, their whole history is one
of disobedience, because they were afraid of direct
contact with God.

It is even so still. Many, many Christians find
it so much easier to take their teaching from godly
men than to wait upon God to receive it from Him-
self. Their faith stands in the wisdom of men,
and not in the power of God.

Do let us learn the great lesson our Lord, ¢ who
learned obedience’ by every moment waiting to see
and hear the Father, has to teach us. It is only
when, like Him, with Him, in and through Him,
we ever walk with God, and hear His voice, that
we can possibly attempt to offer God the obedi-
ence He asks and promises to work.

Out of the depths of His own life and experi-
ence, Christ can give and teach us this. Pray ear-
nestly that God may show you the folly of at-
tempting to obey without the same strength
Christ needed, may make you willing to give up
everything for the Christlike joy of the Father’s
presence all the day.
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II. THE TEXT-BOOK.

Christ’s direct communication with the Father
did not render Him independent of Holy Scrip-
ture.

In the divine school of obedience there is but
one text-book, whether for the Elder Brother or
the younger children. In His learning obedience
He used the same text-book as we have. Not only
when He had to teach or to convince others did
He appeal to the Word—He needed it and He
used it for His own spiritual life and guidance.

From the commencement of His public life to
its close He lived by the Word of God. ‘It is
writlen’ was the sword of the Spirit with which
He conquered Satan. ‘The Spirit of the Lord
God is upon Me ’: this word of Scripture was the
consciousness with which He opened His preach-
ing of the gospel. *That the Scripture might be
fultilled’ was the light in which He accepted all
suffering, and even gave Himself to the death.
After the resurrection He expounded to the disci-
ples ‘in all the Scriptures the things concerning
Himself.

In Scripture He had found God’s plan and path
for Him marked out. He gave Himself to fulfil it.
It was in and with the use of God’s Word that He
received the Father’s continual direct teaching.

In God’s school of obedience the Bible is the
only text-book. That shows us the disposition in
which we are to come to the Bible—with the
simple desire in it to find what is written concern-
ing us as to God’s will, and to do it.

Scripture was not written to increase our knowl-
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adge but to guide our conduct; ‘that the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
anto all good works’ *‘If any man will do, he
shall know.” Learn from Christ to consider all
there is in Scripture of the revelation of God, and
His love, and His counsel, as simply auxiliary to
God’s great end: that the man of God may be
fitted to do His will, as it is done in heaven; that
man may be restored to that perfect obedience on
which God’s heart is set, and which alone is
blessedness.

In God’s school of obedience God’s Word is the
only text-book. To apply that Word in His own
life and conduct, to know when each different
portion was to be taken up and carried out, Christ
needed and received a divine teaching. It is He
who speaks in Isaiah, ‘The Lord God wakeneth
morning by morning, He wakeneth Mine ear to
hear as the learned; the Lord God hath opened
My ear.

Even so does He who thus learned obedience
teach it us, by giving us the Holy Spirit in our
heart as the divine Interpreter of the Word.
This is the great work of the indwelling Holy
Spirit—to draw the Word we read and think upon
into our heart, and make it quick and powerful
there, so that God’s living Word may work effec-
tually in our will, our love, our whole being. Itis
because this is not understood that the Word has
no power to work obedience.

Let me try and speak very plainly about this.
We rejoice in increased attention given tc Bible
study, and in testimonies as to the interest
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awakened and benefit received. But let us not
deceive ourselves. “We may delight in studying
the Bible; we may admire and be charmed with
the views we get of God’s truth; the thoughts
suggested may make a deep impression and waken
the most pleasing religious emotions; and yet the
practical influence in making us holy or humble,
loving, patient, ready either for service or suffer-
ing, be very small,} The one reason for this is that
we do not receive the Word, as it is in very deed,
as the Word of a living God, who must Himself
speak to us, and into us, if it is to exert its divine
power.

The letter of the Word, however we study and
delight in it, has no saving or sanctifying power.
Human wisdom and human will, however strenu-
ous their effort, cannot give, cannot command that
power. The Holy Spirit is the mighty power of
God: it is only as the Holy Spirit teaches you, only
as the gospel is preached to you by man or by book,
‘with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven,’ that
it will really give you, with every command, the
strength to obey, and work in you the very thing
commanded.

With man, knowing and willing, knowing and
doing, even willing and performing, are, for lack
of power, often separate, and even at variance.
Never in the Holy Spirit. He is at once the light
and the might of God. All He is and does
and gives has in it equally the truth and the
power of God. When He shows you God’s com-
mand, He alwaysshows it you as a possible and a
certain thing, a divine life and gift prepared for
you, which He who shows is able to impart.
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Beloved Bible students! do learn to believe that
it is only when Christ, through the Holy Spirit,
teaches you to understand and take the Word into
your heart, that He can really teach you to obey
as He did. Do believe, every time you open your
Bible, that just as sure as you listen to the divine,
Spirit-breathed Word, so surely will our Father,
in answer to the prayer of faith and docile waiting,
give the Holy Spirit’s living operation in your
heart. Let all your Bible study be a thing of
faith. Do not only try and believe the truths or
promises you read. This may be in your own
power. Before that, believe in the Holy Spirit,in
His being in you, i God’s working in you
through him. Take the Word into your heart,
in the quiet faith that He will enable you to love
%, and yield to it, and keep it; and our blessed
Lord Jeaus wiil make the book to you what it was
to Him when He spiXe of ‘the things which are
written concerning Me.” All Scripture will be-
come the simple revelation of what God is going
to do for you, and in-you, and through you.

III. THE PUPIL.

‘We have seen how our Lord teaches us obedience
by unfolding the secret of His learning it, in
unceasing dependence on the Father. We have
seen how He teaches us to use the Sacred Book as
He used it, as a divine revelation of what God has
ordained for us, with the Holy Spirit to expound
and enforce. If we now consider the place the
believer takes in the school of obedience as & pupil,
we shall better understand what Christ the Son
requires to do His work in us effectually.
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In a faithful student there are several things
that go to make up his feelings towards a trusted
teacher. He submits himself entirely to his lead-
ing. He reposes perfect trust in him. He gives
him just as much time and attention as he asks.

When we see and consent that Jesus Christ has
a right to all this, we may hope to experience how
wonderfully He can teach us an obedience like His
own.

1. The true pupil, say of some great musician or
painter, yields his master a whole-hearted and un-
hesitating submission.

In practising his scales or mixing the colors, in
the slow and patient study of the elements of his
art, he knows that it is wisdom simply and fully to
obey.

It is this whole-hearted surrender to His guid-
ance, this implicit submission to His authority,
Christ asks. We come to Him asking Him to
teach us the lost art of obeying God as He did.
He asks us if we are ready to pay the price. It is
entirely and utterly to deny self! It is to give up
our will and our life to the death! It is to be
ready to do whatever He saith!

The only way of learning to do a thing is to do it.
The only way of learning obedience from Christ
is to give up your will to Him, and to make the
doing of His ‘wiil the one desire and delight of
your heart.

Unless you take the vow of absolute obedience
as you enter this class of Christ’s school, it will
be impossible for you to make any progress.

2. The true scholar of a great master finds it
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easy to render him this implicit obedience, simply
because he trusts him.

He gladly sacrifices his own wisdom and will to
be guided by a higher.

We need this confidence in our Lord Jesus.
He came from heaven to learn obedience, that He
might be able to teach it well. His obedience is
the treasury out of which, not only the debt of our
past disobedience is paid, but out of which the
grace for our present obedience is supplied. In
His divine love and perfect human sympathy, in
His divine power over our hearts and lives, He
invites, He deserves, He wins our trust. Jt is by
the power of a personal admiration and attach-
ment to Himself, it is by the power of His divine
love, in very deed shed into our heart by the
Holy Spirit and wakening within us a responsive
love, that He wakens our confidence, and commu-
nicates to us the true secret of success in His
school. As absolutely as we have trusted Him as
a Savior to atone for our disobedience, so let us
trust Him as a Teacher to lead us out of it.
Christ is our Prophet or Teacher. A heart that
enthusiastically believes in His power and success
as a Teacher, will, in the joy of that faith, find it
possible and easy to obey. It is the presence of
Christ with us all the day that will be the secret
of true obedience.

3. A scholar gives his master just as much of
his attendance and attemtion as he asks. The
master fixes how much time must be devoted to
personal intercourse and instruction.

Obedience to God is such a heavenly art. our
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nature is so utterly strange to it, the path in which
the Son Himself learned it was so slow and long,
that we must not wonder if it does not come at
once. Nor must we wonder if it needs more time
at the Master’s feet in meditation, and prayer,
and waiting, in dependence and self-sacrifice, than
the most are ready to give. But let us give it.

In Christ Jesus heavenly obedience has become
human again, obedience has become our birth-
right and our life-breath; let us cling to Him, let
us believe and claim His abiding presence. With
Jesus Christ who learned obedience as our Savior,
with Jesus Christ who teacles obedience as our
Master, we can live lives of obedience. His obe-
dience—we cannot study the lesson too earnestly
—His obedience is our salvation; in Him, the
living Christ, we find it and partake of it moment
by moment.

Let us beseech God to show us how Christ and
His obedience are actually to be our life every
moment ; that will then make us pupils who give
Him all our heart and all our time. And He will
teach us to keep His commandments and abide
in His love, cven as He kept His Father’s com-
mandments and abides in His love.
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The Morning Watch in the Life of Obedienee.

‘If the first-fruit is holy, so is the lump; and sf the root is
holy, so are the branches.”—RoM. xi. 16.

OW wonderful and blessed is the divine

appointment of the first day of the week as a
holy day of rest. Not, (as some think), that we
might have at least one day of rest and spiritual
refreshment amid the weariness of life, but that
that one holy day, at the opening of the week,
might sanctify the whole, might help and fit us to
carry God’s holy presence into all the week and its
work. With the first-fruit holy, the whole lump is
holy; with the root holy, all the branches are
holy too.

How gracious, too, the provision suggested by so
many types and examples of the Old Testament, by
which a morning hour at the opening of the day
can enable us to secure a blessing for all its work,
and give us the assurance of

POWER FOR VICTORY

over every temptation. How unspeakably gracious,
that in the morning hour the bond that unites us

with God can be so firmly tied that during hours
55
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when we have to move amid the rush of men or
duties, and can scarce think of God, the soul can
be kept safe and pure; that the soul can so give
itself away, in the time of secret worship, into His
keeping, that temptation shall only help us to unite
it closer with Him. What cause for praise and
joy, that the morning watch can so each day renew
and strengthen the surrender to Jesus and the
faith in Him, that the life of obedience can not
only be maintained in fresh vigor, but can indeed
go on from strength to strength.

I would fain point out how intimate and vital
the connection between obedience and the morn-
ing watch is. The desire for a life of entire
obedience will give new meaning and value to the
morning watch, even as this again can alone give
the strength and courage needed for the for-
mer.

I. THE MOTIVE PRINCIPLE.

Think first of the motive principle that will make
us love and faithfully keep the morning watch.

If we take it upon us simply as a duty, and a
necessary part of our religious life, it will very
soon become a burden. Or, if the chief thought
be our own happiness and safety, that will not
supply the power to make it truly attractive.
There is only one thing will suffice—the desire/
for fellowship with God.

It is for that we were created in God’s likeness.
It is that in which we hope to spend eternity. It
is that alone can fit us for a true and blessed life,
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either here or hereafter. To have more of God,
to know Him better, to receive from Him the
communication of His love and strength, to have
our life filled with His,—it is for this He invites
us to enter the inner chamber and shut the door.

It is in the closet, in the morning watch, that
our spiritual life is both tested and strengthened.
There is the battle-field where it is to be decided
every day whether God is to have all, whether our
life is to be absolute obedience. If we truly
conquer there, getting rid of ourselves into the
hands of our Almighty Lord, the victory during
the day is sure. It is there, in the inner chamber,
proof is to be given whether we really delight in
God, and make it our aim to love Him with our
whole heart. )

Let this, then, be our first lesson:(the presence
of God is the chief thing in our devotions. To
meet God, to give ourselves into His holy will, to
know that we are pleasing to Him, to have Him
give us our orders, and lay His hand upon us, and
bless us, and say to us, ‘Go in this thy strength’
—it is when the soul learns that this is what
is to be found in the morning watch, day by
day, that we shall learn to long for it and delight
in it.

II. READING THE BIBLE.

Let us next speak of the reading of God’s Word,
as part of what occupies us there. With regard
to this I have more than one thing I wish to
say.
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1. One is that unless we beware, the Word,
which 1s meant to point us away to God, may
actually intervene and hide Him from us.

The mind may be occupied and interested and
delighted at what it finds, and yet, because this is
more head knowledge than anything else, it may
bring little good to us. If it does not lead us
to wait on God, to glorify Him, to receive
His grace and power for sweetening and sanctify-
ing our lives, it becomes a hindrance instead of
a help.

2. Another lesson that cannot be repeated too
often, or pressed too urgently, is that it is only by
the teaching of the Holy Ghost that we can get at
the real meaning of what God means by His
Word, and that the Word will really reach into
our inner life, and work in us.

The Father in heaven, who gave us His Word
from heaven, with its divine mysteries and
message, has given us His Holy Spirit in us, to
explain and internally appropriate that Word.
The Father wants us each time to ask that He
teach us by His Spirit. He wants us to bow in
a meek, teachable frame of mind, and believe that
the Spirit will, in the hidden depth of our heart,
make His Word live and work. He wants us tc
remember that the Spirit is given us that we
should be led by Him, should walk after Him,
should have our whole life under His rule, and
that therefore He cannot teach us in the morning
unless we honestly give up ourselves to His lead-
ing. But if we do this and patiently wait on Him,
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not to get new thoughts, but to get the power of
the Word in our heart, we can count upon His
teaching.

Let your closet be the classroom, let your morn-
ing watch be the study hour, in which your
relation of entire dependence on, and submission
to, the Holy Spirit’s teaching is proved to God.

3. A third remark I want to make, in confirma-
tion of what was said above, is this: ever study
God’s Word in the spirit of an unreserved surren-
der to obey.

You know how often Christ, and His apostles in
their Epistles, speak of hearing and not doing.
If you accustom yourself to study the Bible with-
out an earnest and very definite purpose to obey,
you are getting hardened in disobedience.

Never read God’s will concerning you without
honestly giving up yourself to do it at once, and
asking grace to do so. God has given us His
Word, to tell us what He wants us to do and
what grace He has provided to enable us to do it:
how sad to think it a pious thing just to read
that Word without any earnest effort to obey
it! May God keep wus from this terrible sin!

Let us make it a sacred habit to say to God,
‘Lord, whatever I know to be Thy will, I will at
once obey.” Ever read with a heart yielded up in
willing obedience.

4. One more remark. I have here spoken of
such commands as we already know, and as are
easily understood. But, remember, there are a
great many commands %o which your attention
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may never have been directed, or others of which
the application is so wide and unceasing that you
have not taken it in. Read God’s Word with a
deep desire to know all His will. If there are
things which appear difficult, commands which
look too high, or for which you need a divine
guidance to tell you how to carry them out,—and
there are many such,—let them drive you to seek
a divine teaching. It is not the text that is
easiest and most encouraging that brings most
blessing, but the text, whether easy or difficult,
which throws you most upon God. God would
have you ‘filled with the knowledge of His will in
all wisdom and spiritual understanding’; it is in
the closet this wonderful work is to be done. Do
remember, it is only when you know that God s
telling you to do a thing that you feel sure He
gives the strength to do it. It is only as we are
willing to know all God’s will that He will from
time to time reveal more of it to us, and that we
" will be able to do it all.

What a power the morning watch may be in
the life of one who makes a determined resolve to
meet God there; to remew the surrender to
absolute obedience; humbly and patiently to wait
on the Holy Spirit to be taught all God’s will; and
to receive the assurance that every promise given
him in the Word will infallibly be made true!
He that thus prays for himself, will become a true
intercessor for others.
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III. PRAYER.

It is in the light of these thoughts I want now
to say a few words on what prayer is to be in the
morning watch.

I. First of all, see that you secure the presence
of God.

Do not be content with anything less than
seeing the face of God, having the assurance that
He is looking on you in love, and listening and
working in you.

If our daily life is to be full of God, how much
more the morning hour, where the life of the day
alone can have God’s seal stamped upon it. In
our religion we want nothing so much as MORE OF
Gop—His love, His will, His holiness, His Spirit
living in us, His power working in us for men.
Under heaven there is no way of getting this but
by close personal communion. And there is no
time so good for securing and practising it, as the
morning watch.

/ The superficiality and feebleness of our religion

| and religious work all come from having so little

| real contact with God. If it be true that God
alone is the fountain of all love and good and
happiness, and that to have as much as possible of
His presence and His fellowship, of His will and
His service, is our truest and highest happiness,
surely then to meet Himself alone in the morning
watch ought to be

OUR FIRST CARE.

To have had God appear to them, and speak to
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them, was with all the Old Testament saints the
secret of their obedience and their strength. Do
give Qod time in secret so to reveal Himself, that
your soul may call the name of the place Peniel,
—‘for I have seen Him face to face.’

2. My next thought is: let the renewal of your
surrender to absolute obedience for that day be
a chief part of your morning sacrifice.

Let any confession of sin be very definite—a
plucking out and cutting off of everything that
has been grieving to God. Let any prayer for
grace for a holy walk be as definite—an asking and
accepting in faith of the very grace and strength
you are specially in need of. Let your outlook on
the day you are entering on be a very determined
resolve that obedience to God shall be

ITS CONTROLLING PRINCIPLE.

Do understand that there is no surer way,
rather, that there is no other possible way, of
getting into God’s love and blessing in prayer,
than by getting into His will. In prayer, give up
yourself most absolutely to the blessed will of
God: this will avail more than much asking.
Beseech God to show you this great mercy, that
He allows you, that He will enable you, to enter
into His will, and abide there—that will make the
knowing and doing His will in your life a blessed
certainty. Let your prayer indeed be a ‘morning
sacrifice,” a placing yourself as a whole burnt-
offering on the altar of the Lord.

The measure of surrender to full obedience will
be the measure of confidence toward God.
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3. Then remember that true prayer and fellow-
ship with God cannot be all from one side.

We need to be still, to wait and hear what re-
sponse God gives. This is the office of the Holy
Spirit, to be the Voice of God to us. In the hid-
den depths of the heart, He can give a secret but
most certain assurance that we are heard, that we
are well-pleasing, that the Father engages to do
for us what we have asked. What we need, to
hear the Voice, to receive this assurance, is the
quiet stillness that waits on God, the quiet faith
that trusts in God, the quiet heart that hows in
nothingness and humility before God, and allows
Him to be all in all.

It is when God is waited on to take His part in
our prayer that the confidence will come to us that
we receive what we ask, that our surrender of our-
selves in the sacrifice of obedience is accepted,
and that therefore we can count upon the Holy
Spirit to guide us into all the will of God, as He
means us to know and do it.

What glory would come to us in the morning
watch, and through it into our daily life, if it were
thus made an hour spent with the Triune God, for
the Father, through the Son and the Spirit, to
take conscious possession of us for the day. How
little need there then would be to urge and plead
with God’s children to watch the morning watch!

4. And now comes the last and the best of all.
Let your prayer be intercessional, on behalf of
others.

In the obedience of our Lord Jesus, as in all
His fellowship with the Father, the essential
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element was—it was all for others. This Spirit
flows through every member of the body; the more
we know it, and yield to it, the more will our life
be what God would make it. The highest form of
prayer is intercession. The chief object for which
God chose Abraham and Israel and us was to
make us a blessing to the world. We are a royal
priesthood—a priestly people. As long as prayer
is only a means of personal improvement and hap-
piness, we cannot know its full power. Let inter-
cession be a real longing for the souls of those
around us, a real bearing of the burden of their
sin and need, a real pleading for the extension of
God’s kingdom, real labor in prayer for definite
purposes to be realized—let such intercession be
what the morning watch is consecrated to, and see
what new interest and attraction it will have.

Intercession! Oh to realize what it means! To
take the name, and the righteousness, and the
worthiness of Christ, to put them on, and in them to
appear before God! ‘In Christ’s stead,” now that
He is no longer in the world, to beseech God, by
name, for the individual men and needs, where His
grace can do its work! In the faith of our own ac-
ceptance, and of the anointing with the Spirit to fit
us for the work, to know that our prayer can avail
to ‘save a soul from death,” can bring down and
dispense the blessing of heaven upon earth! To
think that in the hour of the morning watch this
work can be renewed and carried on day by day,
each inner chamber maintaining its own separate
communication with heaven, and helping together
in bringing down its share of the blessing.
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It is in intercession, more than in the zeal that
works in its own strength with little prayer, that
the highest type of piety, the true Christlikeness
is cultivated. It is in intercession that a believer
rises to his true nobility in the power of imparting
life and blessing. It is to intercession we must
look for any large increase of the power of God in
the Church and its work for men.

One word in conclusion. Turn back and think
now again about

THE INTIMATE AND VITAL CONNECTION

between obedience and the morning watch.

Without obedience there cannot be the spiritual
power to enter into the knowledge of God’s Word
and will. Without obedience there cannot be the
confidence, the boldness, the liberty that knows
that it is heard. Obedience is fellowship with God
in His will; without it there is not the capacity
for seeing and claiming and holding the blessings
He has for us.

And so, on the other side, without very definite
living communion with God in the morning watch,
the life of obedience cannot possibly be main-
tained. It is there that the vow of obedience can
every morning be renewed in power and confirmed
from above. It is there that the presence and fel-
lowship can be secured which make obedience pos-
sible. It is there that in the obedience of the
One, and in the union with Himself, the strength
is received for all that God can ask. It is there
that the spiritual understanding of God’s will is
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received, which leads to walk worthy of the Lord
to all well-pleasing.

God has called His children to live a wonderful,
heavenly, altogether supernatural life. Let the
morning watch each day be to you as

THE OPEN GATE OF HEAVEN

through which its light and power streams in
on your waiting heart, and from which you go out
to walk with God all the day.*

1 See Note, p. 120.
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The Schocel of Obedience.

V.

The Entrance to the Life of full Obedience.

‘Obedient unto death.’—PHIL. ii. 8.

FTER all that has been said on the life of
obedience, I purpose speaking in this ad-
dress of the entrance on that life.

You might think it a mistake to take this text,
in which you have obedience in its very highest
perfection, as our subject in speaking of the en-
trance on the course. But it is no mistake. The
secret of success in a race is to have the goal
clearly defined, and aimed at from the very outset.

‘He became obedient unto death.” There is no
other Christ for any of us, no other obedience
that pleases God, no other example for us to copy,
no other Teacher from whom to learn to obey.’
Christians suffer inconceivably because they do
not at once and heartily accept this as the only
obedience they are to aim at. The youngest
Christian will find it a strength in the school of
Christ to make nothing less from the commence-
ment his prayer and his vow: OBEDIENT UNTO
Deata. It is at once the beauty and the glory of

Christ. A share in it is the highest blessing He
69
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has to give. The desire for and the surrender to
it is possible to the youngest believer.

If you want to be reminded of what it means,
think of the story in ancient history. A proud
king, with a great army following him, demands
the submission of the king of a small but brave
nation. When the ambassadors have delivered
their message, he calls one of his soldiers to stab
himself. At once he does it. A second is called;
he too obeys at once. A third is summoned;
he too is obedient to death.

‘Go and tell your master that I have three
thousand such men; let him come.’

The king dared count upon men who held their
life not dear to them when the king’s word called
for it.

It is such obedience God wants. It is such obe-
dience Christ gave. It is suchobedience He
teaches. Be it such obedience and nothing less
we seek to learn: From the very outset of the
Christian life let this be our airn, that we may
avoid the fatal mistake of calling Christ Master
and yet not doing what He says.

Let all who by these addresses have in any
degree been convicted of the sin of disobedience
listen as we study from God’s Word the way to
escape from that and gain access to the life
Christ can give—the entrance to the life of full
obedience.

I. THE CONFESSION AND CLEANSING OF THE
DISOBEDIENCE.

It is easy to see that this must be the first step.
In Jeremiah, the prophet who more than any
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other speaks of the disobedience of God’s people,
God Says,

‘Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord;
for I am merciful. Only acknowledge thine in-
iquity, that ye have not obeyed My wvoice, saith the
Lord God. Turn, O backsliding children, saith
the Lord.’

As little as there can be pardon at conversion
without confession can there be, after conversion
deliverance from the overcoming power of sin and
the disobedience it brings, without a new and
deeper conviction and confession.

The thought of our disobedience must not be a
vague generality. The special things in which we
actually disobey must be definitely found out, and
in confession given up and placed in the hands of
Christ, and by Him cleansed away. Then only
can there be the hope of entering into the way of
true obedience.

Let us search our life by the light of the teach-
ing of our Lord.

I. Christ appealed to the law.

He was not come to destroy the law, but to se-
cure its fulfillment. To the young ruler, He said,
‘Thou knowest the commandments.” Let the law
be our first test.

Let us take a single sin—such as that of lying.
I had a note from a young lady once saying that
she wished to obey fully, and that she felt urged
to confess an untruth she had told me. It was not
a matter of importance, and yet she rightly judged
that the confession would help her to cast it from
her.

How much there is in ordinary society, how
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much in school life, too, that will not stand the
test of strict truthfulness!

And so, there are other commandments, up to
the very last, with its condemnation of all coveting
and lusting after what is not ours, in which too
frequently the Christian gives way to disobe-
dience.

All this must come to a complete end. We
must confess it, and in God’s strength put it away
forever, if there is to be any thought of our enter-
ing a life of full obedience.

2. Christ revealed the new law of love.

To be merciful as the Father in heaven, to for-
give just as He does, to love enemies and to do
good to them that hate us, and to live lives of
self-sacrifice and beneficence,—this was the re.
ligion Jesus taught on earth.

Let us look upon an unforgiving spirit when we
are provoked or ill-used, upon unloving thoughts
and sharp or unkind words, upon the neglect of
the call to show mercy and do good and bless,
all as so much disobedience, which must be felt
and mourned over and plucked out like a right
eye, ere the power of a full obedience can be ours.

3. Christ spoke much of self-dental.

Self is the root of all lack of love and obedience.
Our Lord called His disciple to deny himself and
to take up his cross! to forsake all, to hate and to
lose his own life, to humble himself and become
the servant of all. He did so, because self, self-
will, self-pleasing, self-seeking, is simply the source
of all sin.

‘When we indulge the flesh in such a simple
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thing as eating and drinking; when we gratify self
by seeking or accepting or rejoicing in what in-
dulges our pride; when self-will is allowed to
assert itself, and we make provision for the ful-
fillment of its desire, we are guilty of disobedience
to His command. This gradually clouds the soul
and makes the full enjoyment of His light and
peace an impossibility,

4. Christ claimed for God the love of the whole
heart.

For Himself He equally claimed the sacrifice of
all to come and follow Him. The Christian who
has not definitely at heart made this his aim, who
has not determined to seek for grace so to live, is
guilty of disobedience. There may be much in his
religion that appears good and earnest, but he
cannot possibly have the joyful consciousness of
knowing that he is doing the will of his Lord, and
keeping His commandments.

‘When the call is heard to come and now begin
anew a true life of obedience, there are many who
feel the desire to do so, and try quietly to slip
into it. They think that by more prayer and
Bible study they will grow into it—it will gradu-
ally come. They are greatly mistaken. The word
God uses in Jeremiah might teach them their
mistake :

‘Turn, ye backsliding children, turn to Me.’

A soul that is in full earnest and has taken the
vow of full obedience may grow out of a feeble
obedience into a fuller one. But there is no grow-
ing out of disobedience into obedience. A turning
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back, a turning away, a decision, a crisis, is needed.
And that only comes by the very definite insight
into what has been wrong, and its confession with
shame and penitence. Then alone will the soul
seek for that divine and mighty cleansing from all
its filthiness which prepares for the consciousness
of the gift of the new heart, and God’s Spirit in it
causing us to walk in His statutes.

If you would hope to lead a different life, to
become a man or a woman of a Christlike obedi-
ence unto death, do begin by beseeching God for
the Holy Spirit of conviction, to show you all your
disobedience and to lead you in humble confession
to the cleansing God has provided. Rest not till
you have received it.

II. FAITH THAT OBEDIENCE IS POSSIBLE.

This is the second step. To take that step we
must try and understand clearly what obedi-
ence is.

1. To this end we must attend carefully to the
difference between voluntary and involuntery sin.
It is with the former alone that obedience deals.

We know that the new heart which God gives
His child is placed in the midst of the flesh with
its sinfulness. Out of this there often arise,
even in one who is walking in true obedience,
evil suggestions of pride, unlovingness, impurity,
over which he has no direct control. They are in
their nature utterly sinful and vile; but they are
not imputed to a man as acts of transgression.
They are not acts of disobedience, which he can
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break off and cast out, as he can the disobedience
of which we have spoken. The deliverance from
them comes in another way, not through the will
of the regenerate man, by which obedience always
comes, but through the cleansing power of the
blood and the indwelling Christ. As the sinful
nature rises, all he can do is to abhor it and trust
in the blood that at once cleanses him and keeps
him clean.

IT IS OF GREAT CONSEQUENCE

to note the distinction. It keeps the Christian
from thinking obedience impossible. It encour-
ages him to seek and offer his obedience in the
sphere where it can avail. And it is just in pro-
portion as in its own sphere the power of the will
for obedience is maintained, that the power of the
Spirit can be trusted and obtained to do the
cleansing work in what is beyond the reach of the
will.

2. When this difficulty has been removed, there
is often a second one arises, to make us doubt
whether obedience be indeed possible.

Men connect it with the idea of absolute perfec-
tion. They put together all the commands of the
Bible; they think of all the graces these commands:
point to, in their highest possible measure; and
they think of a man with all those graces, every
moment in their full perfection, as an obedient
man. How different is the demand of the Father in
heaven! He takes account of the different powers
and attainments of each child of His. He asks of
him only the obedience of each day, or rather, each
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hour at a time. He sees whether I have indeed
chosen and given myself up to the whole-hearted
performance of every known command. He sees
whether I am really longing and learning to know
and do all His will. And when His child does
this, in simple faith and love, the obedience is ac-
ceptable. The Spirit gives us the sweet assurance
that we are well-pleasing to Him, and enables us
to ‘have confidence before God, because we know
that we keep His commandments, and do the
things that are pleasing in His sight.’

This obedience is indeed an attainable degree of
grace. The faith that it is, is indispensable to the
obedient walk.

You ask for the ground of that faith in God’s
Word? You find it in God’s New Covenant
promise,

‘I wili write My law in their heart. I will put
My fear in their heart, and they shall not depart
from Me.’

The great defect of the Old Covenant was that
it demanded, but did not provide, the power for
obedience. This the New Covenant did. The
heart means the love, the life. The law put into,
written into the heart, means that it has taken
possession of the inmost life and love of the re-
newed man. The new heart delights in the law)
of God, it is willing and able to obey it.

You doubt this; your experience does not con-
firm it. No wonder! A promise of God is a
thing of faith; you do not believe it, and socannot
experience it.

You know what invisible writing fluid is. You
write with it on paper, and nothing can he seen
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by a man who is not in the secret. Tell him of it,
and by faith he knows it. Hold it up to the sun,
or put some chemical on it, and out comes the se-
cret writing. So God’s law is written in your heart.
If you believe this firmly, and come to say to
God that His law is there in your inmost part, and
hold up that heart to the light and heat of the
Holy Spirit, you will find it true. The law writ-
ten in the heart will mean to you the fervent love
of God’s commands, with the power to obey them.*

A story is told of one of Napoleon’s soldiers.
The doctor was seeking to extract a bullet that had
lodged in the region of the heart, when the soldier
cried,

‘Cut deeper, you will find Napoleon graven
there.’

Christian! do believe that the law lives in your
inmost being! Speak in faith the words of David
and of Christ,

‘T delight to do Thy will O God! Yea, Thy law s
written on my heart.’

The faith of this will assure you that obedience
is possible. Such faith will help you into the
life of true obedience.

III. THE STEP OUT OF DISOBEDIENCE TO

OBEDIENCE IS BY SURRENDER
TO CHRIST.

‘Turn to Me, ye backsliding children, and I

will heal your backsliding,” God said to Israel.

1In a volume being published about the same time, The Two
Covenants and the Second Blessing, 1 have tried to show bow
plain, how certain, how all-sufficient the provision is that has
been made in the New Covenant, the Covenant of Grace, for
securing our obedience.
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They were His people, but had turned from Him;
the return must be immediate and entire. To
turn our back upon the divided life of disobedi-
ence, and in the faith of God’s grace to say, ‘I will
obey,” may be the work of a moment.

The power for it, to take the vow and to main-
tain it, comes from the living Christ. We have
said before, the power of obedience lies in the
mighty influence of a living personal Presence.
As long as we took our knowledge of God’s will
from a book or from men, we could not but fail.
/It we take Jesus, in His unchanging nearness, as
at once our Lord and our Strength, we can obey.
The voice that commands is the voice that in-
spires. The eye that guides is the eye that en-
courages. Christ becomes all in all to us; the
Master who commands, the Example who teaches,
the Helper who strengthens. Turn from your life
of disobedience to Christ; give up yourself to Him
in surrender and faith.

In surrender. Let Him have all. Give up
your life to be as full of Him, of His presence, His
will, His service, as He can make it. Give up your-
self to Him, not to be saved from disobedience,
that now you may be happy and live your own life
without sinning and trouble. No; but that He
may have you wholly for Himself, as a vessel, as
a channel, which He can fill with Himself, with
His life and love for men, and me in His blessed
service.

In faith too. In a new faith. When a soul
sees this new thing in Christ, the power for
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continual obedience, it needs a new faith to take
in the special blessing of His great redemption.
The faith that only understood ‘He became
obedient unto death’ of His atonement, as a
motive to love and obedience, now learns to take
the word as Scripture speaks it, ‘Have this mind
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, who
humbled Himself, becoming obedient even unto
death.” It believes that Christ has put His own
mind and Spirit into us, and in the faith of that,
prepares to live and act it out.

God sent Christ into the world to restore
obedience to its place in our heart and life, to
restore man to His place in the obedience to God.
Christ came, and becoming obedient unto death
proved what the only true obedience is. He
wrought it out, and perfected it in Himself, as a
life that He won through death, and now communi-
cates to us. The Christ who loves us, who leads
and teaches and strengthens us, who lives in us, is
the Christ who was obedient unto death. ‘Obedi-
ent unto death’ is the very essence of the life He
imparts. Shall we not accept it and trust Him to
manifest it in us?

Would you enter into the blessed life of obedi-
ence? See here the open gate—Christ says, ‘I am
the door.” See here the new and living way—
Christ says, ‘I am the way.’

We begin to see it; all our disobedience was
owing to our not knowing Christ aright. We see
it ; obedience is only possible in a life of unceasing
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fellowship with Himself. The inspiration of His
voice, the light of His eyes, the grasp of His hand
make it possible, make it certain.

Come and let us bow down, and yield ourselves
to this Christ. Obedient unto death, in the faith
that He makes us partakers with Himself of all He
is and has.
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The Obedience of faith.

¢By faith Abraham obeyed.’—HEB. xi. 8,

Y faith Abraham, when he was called ‘o go
out into a place which he should after
receive as an inheritance, obeyed; and he went
out, not knowing whither he went.” He believed
that there was a land of Canaan, of which God had
spoken. He believed in it as a ‘land of promise,’
secured to him as an inheritance. He believed
that God would bring him there, would show it
him, and give it him. In that faith he dared go
out, not knowing whither he went. In the blessed
ignorance of faith he trusted God, and obeyed,
and received the inheritance.

The land of promise that has been set before
us is the blessed life of obedience. We have heard
God’s call to go out and dwell there—about that
there can be no mistake. We have heard the
promise of Christ to bring us there, and to give us
possession of the land—that, too, is clear and
sure. We have surrendered ourselves to our
Lord, and asked of our Father to make all this

true in us. Our desire naw is that all our life
83
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and work in it may be lifted up to the level
of a holy and joyful obedience: and that through
us God may make obedience the key-note of the
Christian life we aim at promoting in others.
Our aim is high: we can only reach it by a new
inflow of the power that comes from above.
It is only by a faith that gets a new vision and
hold of the powers of the heavenly world, secured
to us in Christ, that we can obey and obtain
the promise.

As we think of all this, of cultivating in our-
selves and others the conviction that we only live
to please Him, and to serve His purposes, some
are ready to say:

‘This is not a land of promise we are called to
enter, but a life of burden and difficulty and
certain failure.’

Do not say so, my brother! God -calls you
indeed to a land of promise. Come and prove
what He can work in you. Come and experience
what the nobility is of a Christlike obedience
unto death. Come and see what blessing God
will give to him who, with Christ, gives himself to
the uttermost unto the ever-blessed and most holy
will of God. Only believe in the glory of this
good land of whole-hearted obedience: in God,
who calls you to it; in Christ, who will bring you
in; in the Holy Spirit, who dwells and works all
there. He that believeth entereth in.

I wish, then, to speak of the obedience of faith,
and of faith as the sufficient power for all obedi-
ence. I give you these five simple words as ex-
pressive of the disposition of a believing heart.
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entering on that life in the good land:—I see it, I
desire it, I expect it, I accept it, I trust Christ
for it.

I. FAITH SEES IT.

We have been trying to show you the map of
the land, and to indicate the most important places
in that land—the points at which God meets and
blesses the soul. What we need now is in faith
quietly and definitely to settle the question:

Is there really such a land of promise, in which
continuous obedience is certainly, is divinely pos-
sible? .

As long as there is any doubt on this point, it is
out of the question to go up and possess the land.

Just think of Abraham’s faith. It rested in
God, in His omnipotence and His faithfulness.
‘We have put before you the promises of God.
Hear another of them: ‘I will give you a new
brart ana I will put My Spirit within you, and I
will cause you to walk in my judgments, and ye
shall keep them.” Here is God’s covenant engage-
ment. He adds, ‘I the Lord have spoken, and 7
will do it.” He undertakes to cause and enable
you to obey. In Christ and the Holy Spirit He
has made the most wonderful provision for fulfil-
ling His engagement.

Just do what Abraham did—fix your heart upon
God. ‘He was strong in faith, giving glory to
God, being fully persuaded that what He had
promised He was able to perform.” God’s omni-
potence was Abraham’s stay. Let it be yours.
Look out on all the promises God’s Word gives of
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a clean heart, a heart established blameless in
holiness, of a life in righteousness and holiness,
of a walk in all the commandments of the Lord
unblamable and well-pleasing to Him, of God’s
working in us to will and to do, of His working in
us that which is well-pleasing in His sight, in the
simple faith: God says this; His power can do it.
Let the assurance that a life of full obedience is
possible, possess you. Faith can see the invisible
and the impossible. Gaze on the vision until your
heart says:

‘It must be true. It is true. There is a life
promised I have never yet known.’

II. FAITH DESIRES IT.

When I read the gospel story and see how ready
the sick and the blind and the needy were to be-
lieve Christ’s word, I often ask myself what it was
that made them so much more ready to believe
than we are. The answer I get in the Word is this,
that one great difference lies in the honesty and
intensity of the desire. They did indeed desire
deliverance with their whole heart. There was no
need of pleading with them to make them will-
ing to take His blessing.

Alas, that it should be so different with us! All
indeed wish, in a sort of way, to be better than
they are. But how few there are who really ‘hun-,
ger and thirst after righteousness’; how few who
intensely long and cry after a life of close obedi-
ence, and the continual consciousness of being
pleasing to God.

There can be no strong faith without strong de-
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sire. Desire is the great motive-power in the uni-
verse. It was God’s desire to save us moved Him
to send His Son. It is desire that moves men to
study and work and suffer. It is alone the desire
for salvation that brings a sinner to Christ. It is
the desire for God, and the closest possible fellow-
ship with Him, the desire to be just what He
would have us be, and to have as much of His will
as possible, that will make the promised land at-
tractive to us. It is this will make us forsake
everything to get our full share in the obedience
of Christ.

And how can the desire be awakened ?

Shame on us, that we need to ask the question;
that the most desirable of all things, likeness to
God in the union with His will and doing it, has
so little attraction for us! Let us take it as a sign
of our blindness and dullness, and beseech God to
give us by His Spirit ‘enlightened eyes of the
heart,” that we may see and know ‘the riches of
the glory of our inheritance’ waiting upon the life
of true obedience. Let us turn and gaze, in this
light of God’s Spirit, and gaze again on the life as
possible, as certain, as divinely secured aud divine-
ly blessed, until our faith begins to burn with de-
sire, and to say:

‘T do long to have it. With my whole heart will
I seek it.’

III. FAITH EXPECTS IT.

The difference between desire and expectation
is great. There is often a strong desire after sal-
vation in a soul who has little hope of really obtain-
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ing it. It is a great step in advance when desire
passes into expectation, and the soul hegins to say
of spiritual blessing:

‘I am sure it is for me, and, though I do not see
how, I confidently expect to obtain it.’

The life of obedience is no longer an unattain-
able ideal held out by God, to make us strive at
least to get a little nearer it, but is become a
reality, meant for the life in flesh and blood here
on earth. Expect it, as most certainly meant for
you. Expect God to make it true.

There is much indeed to hinder this expectation.
Your past failure; your unfavorable temperament
or circumstances ; your feeble faith; your difficulty
as to what such a devotion, obedient unto death,
may demand; your conscious lack of power for it;
—all this makes you say:

‘1t may be for others; it is not for me, I fear.’

I beseech you, speak not thus. You are leaving
God ouf. of account. Expect to get it. Look up to
His power and His love, and do begin to say.

‘It is for me.’

Take courage from the lives of God’s saints who
have gone before you. Santa Teresa writes that
after her conversion she spent more than eighteen
years of her life in that miserable attempt to recon-
cile God and her life of sin. But at last she was
able to write,

‘I have made a vow never to offend God.in the
very least matter. I have vowed that I would rather
die a thousand deaths than do anything of that
kind, knowing I was doing it—this was obedience
unto death. I am resolved never to leave any-
thing whatever undone that I consider still to be
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more perfect, and more for the honor of my Lord.”™

Gerhard Tersteegen had from his youth sought
and served the Lord. After a time the sense of
God’s grace was withdrawn from him, and for five
long years he was as one far away on the great sea,
where neither sun nor stars appear. ‘But my hope
was in Jesus.” All at once a light broke on him
that never went out, and he wrote, with blood
drawn from his veins, that letter to the Lord Jesus
in which he said:

‘From this evening to all eternity, Thy will, not
mine be done. Command and rule and reign in
me. I yield up myself without reserve, and I prom-
ise, with Thy help and power, rather to give up
the last drop of my blood than knowingly or will-
ingly be untrue or disobedient to Thee.’

That was his obedience unto death.

Set your heart upon it, and expect it. The same
God lives still. Set your hope on Him; He will
do it.

IV. FAITH ACCEPTS IT.

To accept is more than to expect. Many wait
and hope and never possess because they do not ac-
cept.

To all who have not accepted, and feel as if they
were not ready to accept, we say, Expect. If the

1 She says further : ¢ We are so long and so slow in giving
up our hearts to Thee. And then Thou wilt not permit our
possession of Thee without our paying well for so precious a
possession. There is nothing in all the world wherewith to
buy the shedding abroad of Thy love in our hearts, but our
heart’s love. God never withholds Himself from them who
pay this price and persevere in seeking Him. He will, little
by little, and now and then, strengthen and restore that scul,
until it is at last victorious.”
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expectation be from the heart, and be set indeed
upon God Himself, it will lead the soul to accept.

To all who say they do expect, we urgently say,
Accept. Faith has the wondrous God-given power
of saying,

‘I accept, I take, I have.’

It is for the lack of this definite faith, that claims
and appropriates the spiritual blessing we desire,
that so many prayers appear to be fruitless. For
such an act of faith all are not ready. Where there
is no true conviction of the sin of disobedience, and
alas! no true sorrow for it; where there is no
strong longing or purpose really in everything to
obey God; where there is no deep interest in the
message of Holy Scripture, that God wants to ‘per-
fect us to do His will,” by Himself ‘working in us
that which is pleasing in His sight,’ there is not the
spiritual capacity to accept the blessing. The
Christian is content to be a babe. He wants only
to suck the milk of consolation. He is not able to
bear the strong meat of which Jesus ate, ‘doing the
will of His Father.’

And yet we come to all with the entreaty, Accept
it, the grace for this wondrous new life of obedience;
accept it now. Without this your act of conse-
cration will come to little. Without this your pur-
pose to try and be more obedient must fail. Has
not God shown you that there is an entirely new
position for you to take—a possible position of
simple childlike obedience, day by day, to every
command His voice speaks to you through the
Spirit: a possible position of simple childlike de-
pendence on and experience of His all-sufficient
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grace, day by day, for every command He gives?

I pray you, even now, take that position, make
that surrender, take that grace. Accept and enter
on the true life of faith, and the unceasing obedi-
ence of faith. As unlimited and as sure as God’s
promise and power are, may your faith be. As un-
limited as your faith is, will your simple childlike
obedience be. Oh! ask God for His aid, and ac-
cept all He has offered you.

V. FAITH TRUSTS CHRIST FOR ALL.

‘All the promises of God are in Christ Jesus,
and in Him, Amen, unto the glory of God by us.’
It is possible that as we have spoken of the life of
obedience, there have been questions and difficul-
ties rising to which you cannot at once give answer.
You may feel as if you cannot take it all in at once,
or reconcile it with all the oid habits of thought
and speech and action. You fear you will not be
able at once to bring all into subjection to this su-
preme all-controlling principle,

‘Do everything as the will of God: do all as
obedience to Him.’

To all these questions there is one answer, one
deliverance from all these fears; Jesus Christ, the
living Savior, knows all, and asks you to trust
yourself to Him for the wisdom and the power to
walk ever in the obedience of faith.

‘We have seen more than once how His whole
redemption, as He effected it, is nothing but obe-
dience. As He communicates it, it is still the
same. He gives us the spirit of obedience as the
spirit of our life. This spirit comes to us each
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moment through Him. He Himself keeps charge
of our obedience. There is none under heaven
but what He has and gives and works. He offers
Himself to us as surety for its maintenance, and
asks us to trust Him for it. It is in Jesus Him-
self all our fears are removed, all our needs sup-
plied, all our desires met. As He the righteous
One is your righteousness, He the obedient One
is your obedience.

‘Will you not trust Him for it? What faith sees
and desires and expects and accepts, surely it dare
trust Christ to give and to work.

‘Will you not to-day take the opportuuity of giv-
ing glory to God and His Son, by trusting Jesus
now to lead you into the promised land? Look up
to your glorified Lord in heaven, and in His
strength renew, with new meaning, your vow of al-
legiance, your vow never to do anything knowingly
or willingly that would offend Him. Trust Him
for the faith to make the vow, for the heart to keep
it, for the strength to carry it out. Trust Him, the
living One, by His living presence, to secure both
your faith and obedience. Trust Him, and ven-
ture to join in an act of consecration, in the assur-
ance that He undertakes to be its Yea and Amen,
to the glory of God by us.
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VIL
The School of Obedience.

A BASKET OF FRAGMENTS.

‘Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be
lost.”—JOHN vi. 12

N this closing chapter I wish to gather up some
points not yet touched upon, or not expressed
with sufficient clearness, in the hope that they may
help some one who has indeed enrolled himself in
Christ’s school of obedience.

I. ON LEARNING OBEDIENCE.

First, let me warn against a misunderstanding
of the expression—*learning obedience.’

We are apt to think that absolute obedience as
a principle—obedience unto death—is a thing that
can only be gradually learned in Christ’s school.
This is a great and most hurtful mistake. What
we have to learn, and do learn gradually, is the
practice of obedience, in new and more difficult
commands. But as to the principle, Christ wants
us from the very entrance into His school to make

the vow of entire obedience.
95
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A little child of five can be as implicitly obedi-
ent as a youth of eighteen. The difference be-
tween the two lies not in the principle, but in the
nature of the work demanded.

Though externally Christ’s obedience unto death
came at the end of His life, the spirit of His obe-
dience was the same from the beginning. Whole-
hearted obedience is not the end, but the beginning
of our school life. The end is fitness for God’s
service, when obedience has placed us fully at God’s
disposal. A heart yielded to God in unreserved
obedience is the one condition of progress in
Christ’s school, and of growth in the spiritual
knowledge of God’s will.

Young Christian! do get this matter settled at
once. Remember God’s rule: all for all. Give
Him all: He will give you all. Consecration avails
nothing unless it means presenting yourself as a
living sacrifice to do nothing but the will of God.
The vow of entire obedience is the entrance fee for
him who would be enrolled by no assistant-teacher,
but by Christ Himself, in the school of obedience.

II. OF LEARNING TO KNOW GOD’S WILL.

This unreserved surrender to obey, as it is the
first condition of entering Christ’s school, is the
only fitness for receiving instruction as to the will
of God for us.

There is a general will of God for all His chil-
dren, which we can, in some measure, learn out of
the Bible. But there is a special individual appli-
cation of these commands—God’s will concerning
each of us personally, which only the Holy Spirit
can teach. And He will not teach it, except te
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those who have teken the vow of obedience.

This is the reason why there are so many unan-
swered prayers for God tc make known His will.
Jesus said, * If any man wills to de His will, he
shall know of the teaching, whether it be of God.’
If a man's will is really set on doing God’s will,
that is, if his heart is given up to do, and he as a
consequence dnes it as far as he knows it, he shall
know what God has further to teach him.

It is simply what is true of every scholar with
the art he studies, of every apprentice with his
trace, of every man in business—doing is the
one condition of truly knowing. And so obedi-
ence, the doing of God’s will as far as we know,
and the will and the vow to do it all as He reveals
it, is the spiritual organ, the capacity for receiving
the true knowledge of what is God’s will for each
of us.

In connection with this let me press upon you
three things.

1. Seek to have a deep sense of your very great
tgnorance of God’s will, and of your impotence by
any effort to know it aright.

The consciousness of ignorance lies at the root
of true teachahleness. ‘ The meek will He guide
in the way —those who humbly confess their need
of teaching. Head-knowledge only gives human
thoughts without power. God by His Spirit gives
a living knowledge that enters the love of the
heart, and works effectually.

2. Cultivale a strong failh that fod will make
you know wisdom in the hidden part, in the
heart.

You may have known so little of this in your
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Christian life hitherto that the thought appears
strange. Learn that God’s working, the place
where He gives His life and light, is in the heart,
deeper than all our thoughts. Any uncertainty
about God’s will makes a joyful obedience im-
possible. Believe most confidently that the
Father is willing to make known what He wants
you to do. Count upon Him for this. Expect it
certainly.

3. In view of thedarkness and deceitfulness of
the flesh and fleshly mind, ask God very earnestly
for the searching and convincing light of the
Holy Spirit.

There may be many things which you have
been accustomed to think lawful or allowable,
which your Father wants different. To consider
it settled that they are the will of God because
others and you think so, may effectually shut you
out from knowing God’s will in other things.
Bring everything, without reserve, to the judg-
ment of the Word, explained and applied by the
Holy Spirit. Wait on God to lead you to know
that everything you are and do is pleasing in His
sight.

III. ON OBEDIENCE UN7O DEATH.

There is one of the deeper and more spiritual
aspects of this truth to which I have not alluded.
It is something that as a rule does not come up in
the early stages of the Christian life, and yet it is
needful that every believer know what the priv-
ilegesare that await him. There is an experience
into which whele-hearted obedience will bring the
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believer, in which he will know that, as surely as
with his Lord, obedience leads to death.

Let us see what this means. During our Lord’s
life, His resistance to sin and the world was per-
fect and complete. And yet His final deliverance
from their temptations and His victory over their
power, His obedience, was not complete until He
had died to the earthly life and to sin. In that
death He gave up His life in perfect helplessness
into the Father’s hands, waiting for Him to raise
Him up. It was through death that He received
the fulness of His new life and glory. Through
death alone, the giving up of the life He had,
could obedience lead Him into the glory of God.

The believer shares with Christ in this death to
sin. In regeneration he is baptized by the Holy
Spirit intoit. Owing to ignorance and unbelief
he may know little experimentally of this entire
death to sin. When the Holy Spirit reveals to
him what he possesses in Christ, and he appro-
priates it in faith, the Spirit works in him the very
same disposition which animated Christ in His
death. With Christit was an entire ceasing from
His own life, a helpless committal of His spirit
into the Father’s hands. This was the complete
fulfilment of the Father’s command: Lay down
Thy life in My hands. Out of the perfect self-
oblivion of the grave He entered the glory of the
Father.

Itis into the fellowship of this a believer is
brought. He finds that in the most unreserved
obedience for which God’s Spirit fits him, there is
still a secret element of self and self-will. He longs
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to be delivered from it. He is taught in God’s
Word that this can only be by death. The Spirit
helps him to claim more fully thatheisindeed dead
to sin in Christ, and that thepower of that death can
work mightily in him. He is made willing to be
obedient unto death, this entire death to self,
which makes him truly nothing. Iz this he finds
a full entrance into thelife of Christ.

To see the need of this entire death to self, to be
made willing for it, to be led into the entire self-
emptying and humility of our Lord Jesus,—this is
the highest lesson that our obedience has to learn
—this is, indeed, the Christlike obedience unto
death.

There is no room here to enlarge on this. 1
thought it well to say this much on a lesson which
God Himself will, in due time, teach those who are
antirely faithful,

IV. OF THE VOICE OF CONSCIENCE.

In regard to the knowledge of God’s will, we
must see and give conscience its place, and sub-
mit to its authority

There are a thousand little things in which the
law of nature or education teaches us what is
right and good, and in regard to which even ear-
nest Christians do not hold themselves bound to
obey. Now, remember, if you are unfaithful in
that which is least, who will entrust you with the
greater? Not God. If the voice of conscience tells
vou of some course of action that is the nobler or
the better, and vou choose another because it is
easier or pleasing toself, you unfit yourself for the
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teaching of the Spirit, by disobeying the voice of
God in nature. A strong willalways to do the right,
todo the very best, as conscience points it out, is a
will to do God’s will. Paul writes, ‘I lie not, my
conscience bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost.?
The Holy Ghost speaks through conscience: if
you disobey and hurt conscience, you make it im-
possible for God tospeak to you.

Obedience to God’s will shows itself in tender
regard for the voice of conscience. This holds
good with regard to eating and drinking, sleeping
and resting, spending money and seeking pleasure,
—Ilet everything be brought into subjection to the
will of God.

This leads to another thing of great importance
in this connection. If you would live the life of
true obedience, see that you maintain a good con-
science before God, and never knowingly indulge
in anything which is contrary to His mind.
George Miiller attributed all his happiness during
seventy years to this, along with his love of God’s
Word. He had maintained a good conscience in
all things, not going on in a course he knew to be
contrary to the will of God. Conscience is the
guardian or monitor God has given you, to give
warning when anything goes wrong. Up to the
light you have, give heed to conscience. Ask
God, by the teaching of His will, to give it more
light. Seek the witness of conscience that you
are acting up to that light. Conscience will be-
come your encouragement and your helper, and
give you the confidence, both that your obedience
is accepted, and that your prayer for ever-increas-
g knowledge of the will is heard.
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V. OF LEGAL AND EVANGELICAL OBEDIENCE.

Even when the vow of unreserved obedience
has been taken, there may still be two sorts of
obedience—that of the law, and that of the gospel.
Just as there are two Testaments, an Old and a
New, so there are twostyles of religion, two ways of
serving God. This is what Paul speaks of in
Romans, when he says, ‘Sin shall not have
dominion over you, for ye are not under law but
under grace’ (vi. 14), and further speaks of our
being ‘freed from the law, so ‘that we serve in
newness of the spirit and not i the oldness of the
letter’ (vii. 6); and then again reminds us, ‘Ye
received not again the spirit of bondage unto fear,
but ye received the Spirit of adoption’ (viii. 15).

The threefold contrast points very evidently to
a danger existing among those Christians of still
acting as if they were under the law, serving in
the oldness of theletter and in the spirit of bond-
age. One great cause of the feebleness of so
much Christian living is because it is more under
law than under grace. Let us see what the differ-
ence is.

What the law demands fron. us, grace promises
and performs for us.

The law deals with what we ought to do,
whether we can or not, and by the appeal to
motives of fear and love stirs us to do our utmost.
But it gives no real strength, and so only leads to
failure and condemnation. Grace points to what
we cannot do, and offers to do it for us and in us.

The law comes with commands on stone or in a
book. Grace comes in a living, gracious Per
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son, who gives His presence and His power.

The law promises life, if we obey. Grace gives
life, even the Holy Spirif, with the assurance that
we can obey.

Human nature is ever prone to slip back out of
grace into the law, and secretly to trust to trying
and doing its utmost. ‘The promises of grace are
so divine, the gift of the Holy Spirit fo do all in
us is so wonderful, that few believe it This is
the reason they never dare take the vow of obedi-
ence, or, having taken it, turn back again. 1 be-
seech you, study well what gospel obedience is.
The gospel is good tidings. Its obedience is part
of that good tidings—that grace, by the Holy
Spirit, will do all in you. Believe that, and let
every undertaking to obey be in the joyous hope-
fulness that comes from faith in the exceeding
abundance of grace, in the mighty indwelling of
the Holy Spirit, in the blessed love of Jesus
whoese abiding presence makes obedience possible
and certain,

VI. OF THE OBEDIENCE OF LOVE.

This is one of the special and most beautiful
aspects of gospel obedience. The grace which
promises to work all through the Holy Spirit is
the gift of eternal love. The Lord Jesus (who
takes charge of our obedience, teaches it, and by
His presence secures it to us) is He who loved us
unto the death, who loves us with a love that
passeth knowledge. Nothing can receive or know
love but a loving heart. And it is this loving
heart that enables us to obey. Obedience is the
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loving response to the divine love resting or =s,
and the only access to a fuller enjoyment of that
love.

How our Lord insisted upon that in His fare-
well discourse! Thrice He repeats it in John xiv.
— If ye love Me, ye will keep My command-
ments.” ‘Hethat keepeth My commandments, he
it is that loveth Me. ‘If a man love DMe, he will
keep My word.” Is it not clear that love alone can
give the obedience Jesus asks, and receive the
blessing Jesus gives to obedience? The gift of
the Spirit, the Father’s love and His own, with
the manifestion of Himself; the Father’s love and
His own making their abode with us: into these,
loving obedience gives the assured access.

In the next chapter He puts it from the other
side, and shows how obedience leads to the enjoy-
ment of God’s love—He kept His Father’s com-
mandments, and abides in His love. If we keep
His commandments, we shall abide in His love
He proved His love by giving His life for us; we
are His friends, we shall enjoy His love, if we do
what He commands us. Between His first love
and our love in response to it, between our love
and His fuller love in response to ours, obedience
is the one indispensable link. True and full obe-
dience is impossible, except as we live and love.
‘This is the love of God, that we keep His com-
mandments.’

Do beware of a legal obedience, striving after a
life of true obedience under a sense of duty. Ask
God to show you the ‘newness of life’ which is
needed for a new and full obedience. Claim the
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promise, ‘I will circumcise thine heart, to love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart; and thou shalt
obey the Lord thy God. Believe in the love of
God and the grace of our Lord Jesus. Believe in
the Spirit given in you, enabling you to love, and
so causing you to walk in God’s statutes. In the
strength of this faith, in the assurance of sufficient
grace, made perfect in weakness, enter into God’s
love, and the life of living obedience it works.
For it is nothing but the continual presence of
Jesus in His love can fit you for continual obedi.
ence.

VII. 13 OBEDIENCE POSSIBLE ?

I close with once again, and most urgently,
pressing home this question. It lies at the very
root of our life. The secret, half-unconscious
thought that to live always well-pleasing to God is
beyond our reach, eats away the very root of our
strength. I beseech you to give a definite answer
to the question.

If in the light of God’s provision for obedience,
of His promise of working all His good pleasure
in you, of His giving you a new heart, with the in-
dwelling of His Son and Spirit, you still fear obe-
dience is not possible, do ask God to open your
eyes truly to know Hiswill.' If your judgment be
convinced, and you assent to the truth theoretic-
ally, and yet fear to give up yourself to such a

T once again refer to a new book, The Two Covenants and
the Second Blessing, for further exposition of the sufficiencs
of the grace of the New Covenant to fit us for entine obedi-
ence.
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life, I say to you too, Do ask God to open your
eyes and bring you to know His will for yourself.
Do beware lest the secret fear of having to give
up too much, of having to become too peculiar and
entirely devoted to God, keep you back. Beware
of seeking just religion enough to give ease to
conscience, and then not desiring to do and be
and give God all He is worthy of. And beware,
above all, of ‘limiting’ God, of making Him a
liar, by refusing to believe what He has said He
can and will do.

If our study in the school of obedience is to be
of any profit, rest not till you have written it down
—Daily obedience to all that God wills of me is
possible, is possible to me. In His strength I
yield myself to Him for it.

But, remember, only on one condition. Not in
the strength of your resolve or effort, but that {he
unceasing presence of Christ, and the unceasing
teaching of the Spirit of «ll grace and power be
your portion. Christ, the obedient One, living in
you, will secure your obedience. Obedience will
be to you a life of love and joy in His fellowship.
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The School of Obedience.

VIIIL

Obedience to the Last Command.

‘Go ye therefore and make disciples of all the nations.'
—MaTT. xXViii. 19.

“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every crea
ture.’—MARK xvi. 15.

‘As Thoudidst send Me into the world, even so send I them
into the world.’—JoaN xvii. 18; xx. 21.

‘ Ye shall receive power,when the Holy Spirit is come upon
you. and ye shall be My witnesses unto the uttermost parts of
the earth.’—Aors i. 8.

LL these words breathe nothing less than the
spirit of world conquest. ‘All the nations,

‘all the world,” ‘every creature,” ‘the uttermost
parts of the earth,’—each expression indicates that
the heart of Christ was set on claiming His right-
ful dominion over the world He had redeemed and
won for Himself. He counts on His disciples to
undertake and carry out the work. As He stands
at the foot of the throne, ready to ascend and reign,
He telis them, ¢ All authority hath been given unto
Me in heaven and on earth, and points them at once
to ‘all the world, to ‘the uttermost parts of the
earth,” as the object of His and their desire and
efforts. As the King on the throne, He Himself

will be their helper: ‘I am with you alway.
09
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three simple headings: Accept His command,
Place yourself entirely at His disposal. Begin
at once to live for His kingdom.

I. ACCEPT HIS COMMAND.

There are various things that weaken the force
of this command. There is the impression that a
command given to all and general in its nature is
not as binding as one that is entirely personal and
specific; that if others do not their part, our share
of the blame is comparatively small; that where
the difficulties are very great, obedience cannot be
an absolute demand; that if we are willing to
do our best, this is all that can be asked of us.

Brethren! this is not obedience. This is not
the spirit in which the first disciples accepted it.
This is not the spirit in which we wish to live with
our beloved Lord. We want to say, each one of
us—If there be no one else, I, by His grace, will
give myself and my life to live for His kingdom.
Let me for a moment separate myself from all
others, and think of my personal relation to
Jesus.

I am a member of Christ’s body. He expects
every member to be at His disposal, to be anima-
ted by His Spirit, to live for what He is and does.
It is so with my body. I carry every healthy
member with me day by day, in the assurance
that I can count upon it to do its part. Our Lord
has taken me so truly up into His body that He
can ask and expect nothing else from me. [ And I
have so truly yielded myself to Him that there
can be no idea of my wanting anything but just
to know and do His will. '
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Or let me take the illustration of ‘the Vine and
the branches” The branch has just as much
only one object for its being as the vine— bearing
fruit. If I really am a branch, I am just as much
as He was in the world—only and wholly to bring
forth fruit, to live and labor for the salvation of
men.

Take still another illustration. Christ has
bought me with His blood. No slave conquered
by force or purchased by money was ever so
entirely the property of his master, as my soul, re-
deemed and won by Christ’s blood, given up and
bound to Him by love, is His property, for Him
alone to do with it what He pleases. He claims
by divine right, working through the Holy Spirit
in an infinite power, and I have given a full assent,
that I live wholly for His kingdom and service.
This is my joy and my glory.

There was a time when it was different. There
are two ways in which a man can bestow his money
or service on another. In olden time there was
once a slave, who by his trade earned much money.
All the money came to the master. The master
was kind and treated the slave well. At length
the slave, from earnings his master had allowed him,
was able to purchase his liberty. In course of
time the master became impoverished, and had to
come to his former slave for help. He was not
only able, but most willing to give it, and gave
liberally, in gratitude for former kindness.

You see at once the difference between the
bringing of his money and service when he was a
slave, and his gifts when he was fres I» the
former case he gave all, because it and he belongea
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o the master. In the latter he only gave what he
ob.ose.

In which way ought we to give to Christ Jesus?
I fear many, many give as if they were free to
give what they chose, what they think they can
afford. The believer to whom the right which the
purchase price of the blood has acquired, has been
revealed by the Holy Spirit, delights to know that
he is the bond slave of redeeming love, and to lay
everything he has at his Master’s feet, because he
belongs to Him.

Have you ever wondered that the disciples
accepted the great command so easily and so
heartily? They came fresh from Calvary, where
they had seen the blood. They had met the risen
One, and He had breathed His Spirit into them
During the forty days, ‘through the Holy Ghost
He had given His commandments unto them.’
Jesus was to them Savior, Master, Friend, and
Lord. His word was with divine power; they
could not but obey. Oh, let us bow at His feet,
and yield to the Holy Spirit to reveal and assert
His mighty claim, and let us unhesitatingly and
with the whole heart accept the command as our
one life-purpose: the gospel to every creature!

II. PLACE YOURSELF AT HIS DISPOSAL.

The last great command has been so promi-
nently urged in connection with Foreign Missions
that many are inclined exclusively to confine it to
them. This is a great mistake. Our Lord’s
words, ‘Make disciples of all nations; teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
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manded you,’ tell us what our aim is to be—noth-
g less than to make every man a true disciple,
fiving in holy obedience to all Christ’s will.

What a work there is to be done in our Chris-
tian churches and our so-called Christian commu-
nities ere it can be said that the command has been
carried out! And what a need that the whole
Church, with every believer in it, realize that to do
this work is the sole object of its existence! The
gospel brought fully, perseveringly,savingly toevery
creature: this is the mission, this ought to be the
passion, of every redeemed soul. For this alone is
the Spirit and likeness and life of Christ formed
in you.

If there is one thing that the Church needs to
preach, in the power of the Holy Ghost, it is the
absolute and immediate duty of every child of God,
not only to take some part in this work, as he may
think fit or possible, but to give himself to Christ
the Master, to be guided and used as He would
have. And therefore I say to every reader who
has taken the vow of full obedience—and dare
we count ourselves true Christians if we have not
done so?—place yourself at once and wholly at
Christ’s disposal. As binding as is the first great
command on all God’s people, ‘Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God, with all thy heart, is this the last
great command too—*‘The gospel toevery creature.’
Ere you know what your work may be, ere you
feel any special desire or call or fitness for any
work,—if you are willing to accept the comrmand,
place yourself at His disposal. It is His as Master
to train and fit and guide and use you. Fear not;
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come at once and forever out of the selfish religion
which puts your own will and comfort first, and
gives Christ what yousee fit. Let the Master
know that He can have you wholly. Enroll your-
self at once with Him as

A VOLUNTEER FOR HIS SERVICE.

God has in these few past years filled our hearts
with joy and thanksgiving at what He has done
through the Student Volunteer Movement. The
blessing it is bringing the Christian Church is as
great as that coming to the heathen world. I
sometimes feel as if there were only one thing still
needed to perfect its work. Isthere not a need
of an enrolment of Volunteers for Home Service,
helping its members to feel that as intense and
undivided as is the consecration to which the
volunteer for foreign work is stirred and helped is
the devotion Christ asks of every one, whom He
has bought with His blood, for His service in sav-
ing the world? What blessings have not these
simple words, ‘ It is my purpose, if God permit, to
become a foreign missionary,’ brought into thou-
sands of lives! It helped them into the surrender
of obedience to the great command, and became an
erain their history. What blessings might not
come to many who can never go abroad, or who
think so, because they have not asked their Mas-
ter’s will, if they could take the simple resolve—
By the grace of God I devote my life wholly to the
service of Christ's kingdom! The external for-
saking of home and going abroad is often a great
help to the foreign volunteer, through the struggle
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it costs him, and the breaking away from all that
could hinder him. The home volunteer may have
to abide in his calling, and not have the need of
such an external separation—he needs all the more
the help which a pledge, given in secret, or in
union with others, can bring. The blessed Spirit
can make it a crisis and a consecration that leads
to a life utterly devoted to God.

Students in the school of obedience! study the
last and great commandment well. Accept it with
your whole heart. Place yourselves entirely at
His disposal.

III. AND BEGIN AT ONCE TO ACT ON YOUR
OBEDIENCE.

In whatever circumstances you are, it is your
privilege to have within reach souls that can be
won for God. All around you there are number-
less forms of Christian activity which invite your
help and offer you theirs. Look upon yourself as
redeemed by Christ for His service, as blessed
with His Spirit tc give you the very dispositions
that were in Himself, and take up, humbly but
boldly, your life calling, to take part in the great
work of winning back the world to God. Whether
you are led of God to join some of the many
agencies already at work, or to walk in a more soli-
tary path, remember not to regard the work as
that of your church, or society, or as your own—
but as the Lord’s. Cherish carefully the con-
“sciousness of ‘doing it unto the Lord, of being a
servant who is under orders, and simply carrying
them out; your work will then not, as so often,
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come between you and the fellowship with Christ,
but link you inseparably to Him, His strength,
and His approval.

It is so easy to get so engrossed in the human
interest there is in our work, that its spiritual
character, the supernatural power needed for it,
the direct working of God in us and through us,—
all that can fill us with true heavenly joy and hope
is lost out of sight. Keep your eye on your Mas-

.ter, on your King, on His throne. Ere He gave
the command, and pointed His servants to the
great field of the world, He first drew their eyes to
Himself on the throne: ‘ 41l power is given DMe in
heaven and on earth. 1t isthe vision, the faith,
of Christ on the throne that reminds of the need,
that assures us of the sufficiency of His divine
power. Obey, not a command, but the living
Almighty Lord of Glory; faith in Him will give
you heavenly strength.

These words preceded the command, and then
there followed, ‘Lo, T am with you alway.’ It is
not only Christ on the throne—glorious vision!—
that we need, but Christ with us here below, in
His abiding presence, Himself working for us and
through us. Christ’s power in heaven, Christ’s
presence on earth—between these two pillar prom-
ises lies the gate through which the Church enters
to the conquest of the world. Let each of us fol-
low our Leader, receive from Himself our orders as
to our share in the work, and never falter in the
vow of obedience that has givenitself to live wholly
for His will and His work alone.

Such a beginning will be a training time, pre-
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paring us fully to know and follow His leading
If His pleading call for the millions of dying
heathen come to us, we shall be ready to go. If
His providence does not permit our going, our de-
votion at home will be as complete and intense as
if we had gone. Whether it be at home or abroad,
if only the ranks of the obedient, the servants of
obedience, the obedient unto death, are filled up,
Christ shall have His heart’s desire, and His glori-
ous thought—the gospel to every creature—find its
accomplishment! =

Blessed Son of God! Here I am. By Thy
grace, I give my life to the carrying out of Thy
last great command. Let my heart be as Thy
heart. Let my weakness be as Thy strength. In
Thy name I take the vow of entire and everlasting
obedience. AMEN.



NOTE ON THE MORNING WATCH.

*By the observance of the morning watch is commonly
meant the spending of at least the first half-hour of every
day alone with God, in personal devotional Bible study and
prayer. .

‘There are Christians who say that they do not have time
to devote a full half-hour to such a spiritual exercise. It
is a striking fact that the busiest Christians constitute the
class who plead this excuse the least, and most generally
observe the morning watch. Any Christian who will hon-
estly and persistently follow this plan for a month or two
will become convinced that it is the best possible use of his
time, that it does not interfere with his regular work, and
thatit promotes the wisest economy of time.

¢‘In India, in China, in Japan, hundreds of students have
agreed to keep the morning watch.

¢ The practical question for each of us is, Why should not
I keep the morning watch? Next to receiving Christ as
Savior, and claiming the baptism of the Holy Ghost, we
know of no act atlended with larger good to ourselves and to
others than the formation of an undiscourageable resolution
to keep the morning watch.’

These quotations are from an address by John R. Mott.
At first sight the closing statement appears too strong. But
think a moment, whatsuch a revelation implies.

It means the deep conviction that the only way to main-
tain and carry out the surrender to Christ and the Holy
Spirit, is by meeting God very definitely at the commence-
ment of each day, and receiving from Himself the graca
needed for a walk in holy obedience.

It means an insight into the folly of attempting to live a
heavenly life without rising up into close communion with
God in heaven, and receiving from Himself the fresh
bestowal of spiritual blessings.

It means tha confession that it is alone in personal

120
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fellowship with God, and in delight in His nearness, that
proof can be given that our love responds to His, and that
we count His nearness our chief joy.

it means the faith that if time enough be given for God
to lay His hands on us, and renew the inflowings of His
Spirit, our soul may be so closely united to Him that na
trials or duties can separate us from Him.

It means a purpose to live wholly and only for God, and
by the sacrifice of time and ease to prove that we are
willing to pay any price to secure the first of all blessings—
the presence of God for all the day.

Let us now look again at that sentence—‘Next to receiv-
ing Christ as our Savior, and claiming the baptism of the
Holy Spirit, we know of no act attencled wih larger good to our-
selves or to others than the formation of an undiscourageable
resolution to keep the morning watch.’ If our acceptance
of Christ as Lord and Master was whole-hearted, it our
prayer for and claiming of the Holy Spirit to guide and
control was sincere, surely there can be no thought of not
giving God each day sufficient time, our very best time, for
receiving and increasing in us what is indispensable te
a life for Christ’s glory and in His service.

You tell me there are many Christians who are content
with ten minutes or a quarter of an hour. There are, but
you will certainly not as a rule find them strong Christians.
And the Students’ Movement is pleading with God, above
everything, that He would meet to train a race of devoted
whole-hearted young men and women. Christ asked great
sacrifices of His disciples; He has perhaps asked little of
you as yet. But now IlIc allows, He invites, He longs for
you to make some. Sacrifices make strong men. Sacri-
fices help wonderfully to wrench us away from earth and
self-pleasing, and lift us heavenward. Do not try to pare
down the time limit of the morning watch to less than tha
half-hour. There can be no question about the possibility
of finding the time. Ten minutes from sleep, ten frou:
company or amusement ten from lessons. How easy where
the heart is right, hungering to isnow God and His wil;
perfectly!
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If you feel that you do not feel the need of so much time,
and know not how to wait, we are content you should speax
of your quiet time, or your hour of prayer. God may gra-
ciously, later on, draw you out to the morning watch. But
do not undertake it unless you feel your heart stirred with
the determination to make a sacrifice, and have full time
for intimate intercourse with God. But if you are ready to
do this, we urge you to join. The very fact of setting apart
sucha period helps toawaken the feeling: I have a great work
to do, and I need time for it. It strengthens in your heart
the conviction: If { am to be kept all this day without sin I
must have time to get near to God. It will give your Bible
study new point, as you find time, between the reading, to
be still and bow in humility for the Holy Spirit’s hidden
working, and wait till you get some real apprehension of
God’s will for you, through the Word.  And, by the grace
of God, it may help you to begin that habit of specifc and
definite intercession of which the Church so surely stands
in necd.

Students! you know not whether in your future life your
time may be more limited, your circumstances more unfav-
orable, your Christian earnestness feebler. Now is the
accepted time. To-day, as the Holy Ghost saith, Listen
to the invitation of your brethren in all lands, and fear not
to form an undiscourageable resolution to spend at least
half an hoi¢c each morning with God alone.



The Bible Institute Colportage Association

Had its beginning in D. L. Moody’s conviction and under-
standing of the vital need for low-priced books carrying
the gospel message to all classes. It was after he had tried
in vain to secure books for inquirers, at a local book store
in a Wisconsin town, that he set about to establish a Col-
portage Department in connection with his Chicago school
for training Christian workers. Founded in 1894, in connec-
tion with the Bible Institute for Home and Foreign Missions,
as the school was then called, this Association has continued
to deliver, through means of the printed page, messages that
convict of sin, quicken the devotional life, arouse to evan-
gelistic effort and missionary activity. It has carried the
gospel where church privileges were wanting, or not em-
braced, and is doing so yet. Young and old have felt its
influence to counteract the opposition of Satan.

Terms are cheerfu]ly quoted to those who would seriously
consider “book missionary,” or colportage work in co-opera-
tion with this Association. Previous experience not essen-
tial. Full printed instructions and suggestions promptly
provided. Your spare time can be employed very profitably.
‘The more time given, the better the results.

SOME REASONS FOR ENGAGING IN COLPORTAGE WORK

It is God’s work, preéminently so, in aim, methoa ana blessing
attendant. Not merely book selling, but a definite form of Chris-
tian work.

A means is furnished for carrying the gospel. and messages of
comfort, into thousands of homes where pastors or Christian work-
ers cannot, or perhaps seldcm, if ever, visit.

Opportunities for doing personal work, enlisting men’s lives and
sympathies in the cause of Christ are ever open to the colporter.

The work can be undertaken in various ways.—from home to
home, In churches, in connection with a permanent book table or
stand, in various societies, conferences and through the mail.

The plan is werkabte and thoroughly tried as one of the great
avenues through which the non-church goer can be reached. It is
applicable In YOUR community, whether village, town or city.

Employment is presented you at the smallest outlay of money
and the least possible risk of failure or loss. The remuneration is
in accordance with Interest, time and energy expended.

The eye of faith sess the rapid extensien of this work, with some
opposition, no doubt, but there is need for many more helpers to
co-operate in bringing things to pass. Diligent and consecrated men
and women are needed and you are urged to write for further in-

formation.
WHAT MAY NOT BE ACCOMPLISHED!



thoroughly evangelical, for all classes of readers.
style, attractive paper covers, 4% x 6% inches.

NUMERICAL CATALOG OF

The MOODY COLPORTAGELIBRARY

A series of books by well-known Christian authors, undenominational,
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20 cents each.
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WHY NOT BECOME A BOOK
MISSIONARY?

The Work is Congenial and R ive. Then, too—

It is easily done.

It can be done anywhere.

It appeals to one’s best, and the best in others.

It is adapted to either men or women, young or old.

It may be followed in either city or country districts.

It requires only moderate capital with which to begin.

Its books f{ill a want greatly felt in many communities.

It frequently leads to even larger spheres of usefulness.

It is a work which may be done at any season of the year.

It may be pursued for a longer or shorter time, as desired.

Its plan wins the cordial support of most evangelical pastors.

Its founder and authors are well known and universally respected.

It affords opportunity for the use of one’s most promising talents.

Its pecuniary reward is ample, its spiritual returns most encour-
aging.

Its plan makes a territory easily canvassable again and again
with profit.

It is conspicuously free from even the suggestion of graft,
schemes, etc,

Its adaptation is to all classes of earnest people of either sex,
old or young.

Its scope (variety of books and languages) gives it the broadest
application everywhere.

Its plans of working secures for one a most valuable training in
business, in the study of human nature, etc.

Its prosecution is a most helpful employment, taking one into
the open air, with a modicum of physical exercise.

It involves a minimum of risk, as cash paid for supplies of books
not sold may (under certain simple conditions) be refunded.

Its general aim is to “preach the Gospel in print,” and this by
means of attractive, popular and low-priced books, of which
this copy is a specimen,

If interested, awill you not awrite us for further particulars?

Thke Bible Institute Colportage Association



The Evangel Booklets

RIEF, TIMELY messages of supreme importance, and Gospel stories, by evan-

gelical preachers and teachers, Christian workers and laymen. Prayerful co-
operation of distribution solicited. 32-page booklets, self-cover.

1. God Is Love. An appeal to the unsaved. D. L. Moody.

2. God Reaching Down. Messages to the unconverted. C. H Spurgeon.

4, Jack Winsted’s Choice. A Gospel story. Lillian E. Andre

5. Some Tests of Old Testament Criticism. W H. anﬁth Thornas.

g. Ruined, Redeemed, H.
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9,

X the Old Mill. Slory Katherine Elxse Chaprnan
The Day After Thanksgiving. Story. Mrs. S. R. Graham Clark.
. True Stories About God's Free Gift. Alexander Marshall,
10. Lois Dudley Finds Peace, Story. Anna Potter Wright.
12. The Penitent Thief, and Naaman the Syrian. D. L. Moody.
13, Adder’s Eggs and Spider’s Webs. H. A. Ironside.
14. Samuel Morris. The true story of a Spirit-filled African.
16. Saved and Safe. Salvation, Assurance and Security. Fred J. Meldau.
17, “In the Beginning God—"' and other Talks. Mark A. Matthews.
18. Christian Science: Pedigree, Principles, Posterity. Percy W. Stephens.
19, Modern_Education at the Cross-Roads. M. H. Duncan.
20. Is the Bible True? Nashville address. Wm. Jennmgs Bryan
21, The Public Reading of the Word of ‘God. A. T. Pie
22. “The Most Important Thing in My Life.,” The lesumony of Dr. Howard A,
Kelly, world-famous surgeen. Willlam S. Dutton.
23. Where Are the Dead? H. C. Marshall.
24, Gold from Ophir. Homilies. Northcote Deck.
25. Mary Antipas. Story. Howard W/. Pope.
26. Four Old Pals. Story. Frederick Burnham.
28, Dios es Amor (God Is Love). Spanish edition of No. 1.
29. Forethought in Creation. W. Bell Dawson.
30. Bryan’s Last Word on Evolution. \"/nham Jennings Bryan.
3l. Why I Do Not Believe in the Organic Evolutionary Hypothesls James
Edward Congdon.
33, The Double Cure. A Gospel appea' Melvm E Trotter.
34. New Light on the Virgin Birth.
35. Old Truths for Young Lives. For chxldren
36. What About So-Called Christian_ Evolution? Wm. E. Biederwolf.
37. How to Have a Happy Home. Harold Francis Branch.
38. The Peril of Unbehcf and the Danger of Doubt. D. L. Moody.
39, Moody the Evangelist. Joseph B. Bowles.
40. The Only Bezo!ten Son. H. A. Ironside,
42, Tom Bennett's Transformation. Story. Howard W. Pope.
43, Will a God of Love Punish Any of His Creatures Forever’ Alexander
Marshal
The Sclennﬁc Mind and Christianity. M. H. Duncan.
. Intercession for Revival. Helen C. Alexander Dixon.
. With Everlasting Love. Story. Elzoe Prindle Stead.
. How the Word Works, Fred J. Meldau.
. Why I Believe the Bible. M. H. Duncan.
. Caught. Story. C_ S Knight.
. The Fruit of the Spirit Is ch John R. Riebe.
. A Life Decision in the Sand H\lls Story. Ronald R. Kratz.
. Love’s Danger Signal. John G. Reid.
. Pictures That Talk, Series One. E. J. Pace.
Pictures That Talk, Series Two. E. J. Pace.
s. Faith and Education, M. H. Duncan., )
. My One Question Answered: Was Jesus Christ a Great Teacher Only?
{? D. Sheldon.
Modem Miracles of Grace. John Wilmot Mahood.
. How to Study the Bible. B. B. Sutcliffe.
hat Is Your Answer? Oswald J. Smith.
. Deus E Amor (God Is Love). Portuguese edition of No. 1.
61, The True and False in Christian Work and Worship. M. H. Duncan.
62. What Must I Do to Be Saved? Geo, E. Guille.
63. The Man in the Well. Oswald J. Smith.
Each, 10c; 12 copies (any assortment), $1.00; 100, $7.00.

Attractive rates on large quantities,

The Bible Institute Colportage Association
643-845 North Wells Street Chicago, IIl., U. S. A«




MAN'S QUESTIONS;
GOD'S ANSWERS

Am I accountable to God?
“Every one of us shall gwe
account of himself to God”
(Romans 14:12).

Has God seen all my ways?
“All things are naked and
opened unzo the eyes of
Him with whom we have
to do” (Hebrews 4:13).

Does He charge me with sin?
“The Scripture hath con-
cluded all under sin” (Gal-
atians  3:22). “All _have
sinned” (Romans 3:23).

Will He punish sin?
“The soul that sinneth, it
shal] die” (Ezekiel 18:4).
“For the wages of sin is
death” (Romans 6:23).

Must I perish?
“God is not willing that
any perish, but that all
should come to repentance”
(2 Peter 3:9).

How can I escape?
‘“Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be
saved” (Acts 16:31).

Is He able to save me?
“He is able also to save
them to the uttermost that
come unto God by Him”
(Hebrews 7:25).

Is He willing?
“Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners”
(1 Timothy 1:15).

Am I saved on believing?
‘““He that believeth on the
Son hath everlasting life”
(John 3:36).

Can I be saved now?
“Now is the accepted time;

behold, now is the day of
salvation” (2 Corinthians
6:2).

As I am?

“Him that cometh to Me I
will in no wise cast out”
(John 6

Shall I not fall away?
“Him that is able to keep
yl;u from falling” (Jude
24).

If saved, how should I live?
“They which live should
not henceforth live unto
themselves, but unto Him
which died for them” (2
Corinthians 5:25

‘What about death, and eternity?
“I go to prepare a place
for you; that where I am
there ye may be also”
(John 14:2, 3).




Gospel Truth in Gospel Tracts

Do you wish stars in your crown for eternity? Give out tracts!

Showing the Way of
Salvation

CONVERSION, By J. Wilbur Chap-
man. What, how, when, how con-
firmed.
16 pp., each, 3c; doz., 30c; 100, $2.00
FOUR THINGS THAT GOD
WANTS YOU TO KNOW. By J. D.
Hall. You need to be saved; you can-
not save yourself; Jesus has provided
for your salv:mon Jesus delivers out
of temptation.
8 pp., doz. 10¢; 100, 50c; 1,000, $4.00
GOD’S WAY OF SALVATION. By
Alexander Marshall. Excellent for
those who make excuses, have diffi-
culties, or want their own wa;
32 pp., each, 4c; doz, 40:, 100, $2 50
GOSPEL, THE. A unique l-page
tract to bring the unsaved to a per-
sonal application of John 3:16.
Doz, 6c; 100, 40c
GOD’S SURE PROMISE. Arranged
by R. A. Torrey. A 6-page card for
inquirers, with simple exposition of the
way of life, and hints on Bible study.
Doz., 25c; 100, $1.00
SALVATION FIRST! A 1-page
leaflet, large type, for broadcast dis-
tribution.
Doz., S5c; 100, 25¢c; 1,000, $2.00

Showing Believers th_e Way
of Victory

CONFESSING CHRIST, THE
DUTY AND PRIVILEGE OF

EVERY CHRISTIAN. By W. R

Four chapters on *“Why,” "How
“Where” and ‘“When” to confess

Christ. A booklet of unusual value.

48 pp., l0c

POWER OF “THE NAME,” THE.

A very helpful message for those

seeking deliverance from the grip

and b]lght of an evil habit.

4 pp., 100, $1.00; 500, $3.00
HOLINESS AND SERVICE. By
A. T. Pierson. A victorious life tract,
on spontaneous ebedience and service.
16 pp., 4c each; doz., 40c; 100, $2.50

HOW I ASCERTAIN THE WILL
OF GOD. By George Miilier. Used
largely by evangelists.

Doz, 5c; 100, 25c
SAFETY, CERTAINTY, AND EN-
JOYMENT. By Geo. Cutting. A
well-known tract for the unsaved, and
for the believer lacking assurance.

16 pp., doz., 25c; 100, $1.50
HOW TO MAKE A SUCCESS OF
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. By R.A.
Torrey. A popular and most useful
leaflet for those that have recently
accepted Christ, or for the older Chris-
tian who is not growing in grace.

8 pp., doz, 10c; 100, 80c

Showing Up Unsound
Doctrines

ERRORS OF “MILLENNIAL
DAWNISM,” THE. By Jemes M.
Gray. A valuable booklet with which
to meet the errors of the “Internation-
al Bible Students’ Associatio:.”
24 pp., each 5c; doz.,, 50c; 100, $3.00
FUTURE RETRIBUTION OF
THE WICKED, THE. By James M.
Gray. As shown in the story of the
Rich Man and Lazarus.
16 pp each, 3c; doz.,, 30c; 100. $2.00
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
CONTRADICTS THE BIELE. By
A. C. Dixon. Showing the ‘deadly
parallel.”

4 pp., doz.,, 10c; 100, 59c
LAW AND GRACE. By A. 1. Bern-
inger, M.D. For Seventh-Day keep-
ers and others in bondage to the law.

6 pp., doz., 15c; 100, $1.C0
SHOULD CHRISTIANS DANCE?
By T. W. Callaway. .\ poweriul tract
against this worldly amuss
Christians whe nre carricd away

4 pp., doz, 10c; 100. 50c
WHEN WILL CHRIST COME
AGAIN? By T. W. Callaway. Pre-
and Posl-Mxl]enmallsm compared and
contrasted. It makes a great differ-
ence which you helieve.

3c; doz., 30c; 100, $2.00
Special: A sample of ecach of the
above named tracts will he sent for
25c. Ask for ““Gospel Truth’ Tracts.

THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N
843-845 North Wells Street, Chicago




HOW MAY WE

SERVE YOU?

HECK in the squares below, thz items in which you are
especially interested and for which you desire information,

and don't forget to write plainly
space designated for it.
and mail to us.

your name and address ia the

Then enclose this page in an enveiope,
The reply will be prompt.

Address THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION

D Please send particulars of
your ‘‘book missionary’’
work. I am personally inter-
estedinreaching the unchurched
with the Gospel in print.
D Please send a sample of the
Gospel Alphabet Booklets,
suitable for S. S. rewards, letter

enclosure, hospital use, for
‘‘comfort’’ bags, etc.

D Please send descriptive cir-
cular and specimen pages ot
your latest hymn book, suicable
for Sunday-school, prayer meet-
ing and all-around church use.
D Please send free specimen

copies of the Gospel tracts
you publish.

Please send a catalogue of
Bibles and Testaments.

My Narme is

D Please put my ncme and
address upon your perma-
nent mailing list for announce-
ments and samples of new pub-
lications and aids to Christian

work.

D Please send catalogue of
Enamel Texts and Wall

Mottoes, showing a large vari-

ety, suitable for use in home,

Sunday-school, church, mission

and hospital.

My Address is.

GIVE BTREET AND NUMBER, BOX C' ® F£.0., # PART OF ADORESS

City or Town

State or Province

I am Especially Interested in

MERE MENTION 3. 3. WORK, * '‘TEAGHING. "

ainainG,!

©PREAGURG,'? €TC.. AS THE C231 KT 62



Three Valuable Books!

By REV. JAMES M. GRAY, D.D.
BIBLE PROBLEMS EXPLAINED

‘The author for years has been in receipt of questions from coi-
respondents in all parts of the world, bearing on problems of the
Bible, the church and Christian experience. They have had
attention in due course, and many of these inquiries are now culled
and presented (anonymously) with their answers for the benefit of
others. For convenience the matter is arranged under the follow-
ing-named heads:

Questions on the Bible. Applied Christianity.

The Doctrine of God. The Future Life.

The Person of Christ. Israel, or the Jews.

‘The Church. Second Coming of Christ and the

The Christian Ministry. Millennium,

Chsistian Doctrine and Life. Satan, Angelology and Modern *‘Isms.*

Besides this, the contents are readily accessible under the addi-~
tional classifications of ‘‘Subject Index’’ and ‘‘Bible Texts.”

By REV. R. A. TORREY, D.D.
DIFFICULTIES AND ALLEGED ERRORS AND
"ONTRADICTIONS IN THE BIBLE

After a general statement of the case, irudicating the classes of
difficulties and suggesting their treatment, the author discusses
specific difficulties, such as:

“Fhe First Chapterof Genesis. The Sacrifice of Jephthah's Danghter.
The Antiquity of Man. “Impure" Bible Stories.

Where Did Cain Get His Wife? Jonah and “'the Whale.”

Jehovah’s Command to Offer Isaac. Pre:chmz to the Smms in Prison.
God Hardening Pharaoh’s Heart. **Contradictions™ and *Mistakes™ in
‘The Slaughter of the Canaanites. the Bible.

‘The Sun Standing Still. Etc, etc.

PRACTICAL AND PERPLEXING QUESTIONS
ANSWERED

Over 150 answers to difficulties met in Bible Study. Christian
work and personal experience. All the ever-recurring questions
about Christian conduct and belief anticipated and answered.

16mo, 125 pages each, paper, 20c. cloth, $1.00 net

THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION






